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ſearce 
Ferſorm d in the World ibo never 
Jo Great, Glorious and Deſerving, 
bn that a one Time or other 
Brill be attended ' with Cenſure, 
ge entation, and Calum- 
nj: Hiſtory, both Anclent and 
Modern, form; ſhes us with 0 
1 Many Ex amples of this kind, 
that "tis e to cite any 
| Particulars. | 
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The Preface. 


Iet i not therefore _ be 4 
Matter f. Wonder to amy ei 
the Friends, but a Diſergce to 0 
the Enemies, 0 oF. one of the 
. greateſt Naval Heroes 1 Ne- 
tion has been honoured with, 
that he bar wot ben able to ef: e oi 
cape the Fate of being involved 

in this Misfortune, that I maj 3 
call the Common Calamity o of 


the Brave, as Defamation is the 


Epidemical, Itch of the Populace. 
But ſurely the, more diſcern 1 

Ing Genius s, if not quite blind- 

| ing with Prejudice, maſt. neceſ: 4 
ſerily look — through this; zi 

and omm 157 ae, we the 140 


* þ 


"Us which KJ 
Calummniat LE; of any, was, i 
Circumſtences . duly | and 

9 weighed, and canſi- 

lered, the moſt Glorious and | 

erttorions of hy. Life: Fir 
Je 


TE Ai wth ich She 


b Emtiny ſo very much ſuperior 


Path „ will render his 
4 ame Immortal, and for ever 
8 upon the French the Igno- 
1 Charater of Daſtar- 
1 


Pbeet⸗ 1 not to e 4 Rela- 
ion of the Miunter Fee. 
1.4 rivate Con dus 


| Hero's Life, that being none 7 
5 mr Deſeen, but to give a genuine, 
Fits ful and plain Account of 
Ihe Services performed by him 
Vor the Good and Honour of his 
Pountry; which, tir hoped, are 


yet in their true Li , gud 


» —_—_ ww 


Wordacd and irreclaimableParty- 
en, that what has been ſaid 75 
Per * endPrejudice is 
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10 Fig bs, and then to Brave : 
2 in Strength, and other 


"The Reader in the following 


may convince thoſe, * are not 5 
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Sir George Rook, KT: 


cient and Genteel Family ; 


Aducated in hisYouth, his Father put 
ppm, when he grew up and fit to 

enter upon Bulineſs, to an Honoura- 
ple Profeſſion : But his Genius vio- 
Wently inclining him to try his For- 


rather at length, gave way toit: To 
Sea he went, pretty early. in the 
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ACS 


and having been ver well 


tune on the watery Element; his 
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4 IR George Rook was Born in the 1688; 
*% County of Kent, of an An- 
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| I)ie Life and Glorious Action- 
 \ -r688, Reign of King Charles H. and made 
SYS ſuch Proficiency in the Naval Art, 
| that he was in ſome time after. pre- 
ferred to the Poſt of a Lieutenant, 


-and if I miſtake not made a Captain, 3 
before the Death of that Prince, which I 


- : 42 
King Charles having ſpent ſeveral | . 


"Years f the latter part of his Reign 
zin Peace with his Neighbours, we 


mighty Opinion and Eſteem of him; 


- . nothing but meer neceflity, (I mean 
the want of good Officers) that made 


R474 


£5 


happen d in February, 1684; but 


who entertained him in his Poſt in 4 
the Fleet, and feemed to diſcover a a 


4 


Hero, till the Reign of King James IT. | 


have little to ſay concerning this out 


4 


that Prince, to do him Juſtice, taking 


great delight in the Sons of the Sea, 
and having uncommon Skill and Ex- 
perience in Maritime Affairs. But as 


Captain Rook did not at all favour 
the Deſigns concerted by that Prince 
againſt his Country, there was indeed 


the King entertain him and ſome o- 
-thers in his Service. Capt. Rook, upon 
the Landing of che Prince of .Orange | 
in England, and the Succeſs of his 
Arms, coming into the Downs, un- 
der my Lord Part mouths Command, 
King James his Admiral, there rea- 
dily concurred to ha ve ſeveral Offi- 
cers in the Fleet that were known or 


ar 


M | of Sr George Rock. a l 


3 leaſt ſuſpeRed. to be Papiſts, {a 2 
A Liſmifſed rom their. Employments ; 
nd indeed this Gentleman In parti- 
2 lar, as much affected to the Reli- ; 
Bion and Liberty of his —— us as 
A iy in the Navy could engaged 
4 his Station early 3 heart ly in 
1 bromoting the happy Revolution 
Pt enſued. Arthur Herbert Eſ⸗ 
peing onthe 14th of March beak oe 
Admiral of the Fleet by his Majeſty 
3 Ling William, the Admiral thought 
Fit about the end of April to _ 
Captain Rook with a Squadron of 
Ships to 155 Coaſt of Ireland, to ci 
Baſlift the Generals of the Land Forces Rook . 
4 in the Reduction of that Kingdom. with 2 
| With part of that Squadron he ar- Squadron 
rived off of Greenock about the 10th to Iteland. 
ot May, 00 then ſent Orders to 
7 Cheſter, for the Banadventare, and 
© other Ships, to join him off of Can- 
tire. That which firſt required his 
aſſiſtance, was the Relief of Londan- 
derry, and therefore he determined 
to proceed thither ſo ſoon as the reſt 
ok the Ships join'd him; for he had 
no more than the Deptford, 11 
# Greyhound, Kings- Ketch, 
Henrietta Yacht with him. On the 
Sch of June, he fell in with the Bon- 
adventure, Swallow, and Dartmouth, 
| and aFlect of Tranſport Ships with -- 
B 2 Major 


— .ͤꝶ 
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. 1689, 
WINS roceeded towards Derry, but was 4 | 
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Major General Kirk, with whom he 
"forced to, and detained at Raughlins 
Bay till the 12th. When he arrived 
with the Forces off of Derry Lough, 
he ordered the Dartmouth, Greybound, 
and Kingsfiſher Ketch, to follow the 
Major-General's Orders, for they, 
being the ſmalleſt, were the only * 
proper Ships to go up the River, and 
the King had before put the Swallow, 
a 4th Rate, under the Major-Gene- 
ral's Command; ſo that the Dept- 7 
Ford, Bonad venture, Portland, and 
Antelope, lay off of the  Harbour's 3 
Mouth, to aſſiſt upon any Occafion, 


and to protect the Forces from At- 


tempts by Sea. "= 
The Major-General being advanced 
near the Place, called a Council of 
War, on the 19th of June, on hoard 
the Swallow ; but many great Diftcul- © 
ties occurring to them about the Relief 
of Derry, and the more becaule there 
was a Boom laid croſs the River, a 
little above Brook-Hall, at a Place 
called Charles Fort, and that the faid | 
Boom was framed of a Chain and 
Cables, and floated with Timber; 
and that at each end thereof there 
were Redoubts with heavy Cannon. 
It was reſolved to ſtay till their 
Forces was augmented, and hang 
FOO 7” | 


= of , George Rooks 3 
y making a Deſcent, to oblige the 1889. 
Enemy to Raiſe the Siege. In the w wad 


mean time the Major-General de- 
aning to poſſeſs himſelf ' of the 


be Iſland Lich, Captain Rook the 


Fommadore, took on Board the Ships 
pf War a Detachment with Colonel 
$$:art, with whom arriving the 9th 


of July in Lough Swilly, he came to 


n Anchor near the Iſland, and the 
pvext Morning the Men were Landed. 
the Paſs from the Iſland to the Main 
was ſecured the 16th by Two Re- 
doubts, and a Battery of Cannon, 
Fon each fide whereof the Greybou 
and Kingsfiſher Ketch were moored ;- 
and then the Commadore failed with 
the Deptford, Bonadventure, and Peri- 
and, towards Longb Fuoyle, met the 
MNajor-General coming down. with 
F his Tranſports from Kilmore, in or- 
der to Land the Forces on Inch; and 
being inform'd by him, That ſome 
French Ships of War had been on 
the Coaſt, and taken TwWoO ſmall 
Secoteh Frigates off of Carrickfergus, 
and Two Engliſh Veſſels near. Cantire, 

and that they were gone from thence - 
with ſome Forces to the Ile of Mull, Captain 
he immediately failed, and arrived Rook gres 
at the ſaid Iſland the next Day; but in Queſt of 
the French Ships departed thence ＋ fo we 1 
Four Days before, and bent their of M / | 
A B 3 Courſe an 
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* 17689. Courſe for the South Coaſt of Ire- 
ad. Thevery Morning he arrived, 
5 A Battalion of about Four Hundre 
Men were tranſported from the Kland # 
to the Main, and their Officers were 
following in Two ſmall Veſſels ; but 
ſeeing our Ships doubling the Land. 
they got on Shoar, and ran up to the 
Mountains. After the Commadore 
had batter d the. Caſtile on the Ifland % 
belonging to Commiſſary Macklaine, ©! 
He fail'd, and the next Morning, oft 
of the lfiand Ila, met a ſmall Boat | 
. | with an Expreſs from Duke Hamil- 
N ton, giving him an Account of what 
| had happened to the Two Scotch 
BY Frigats; and that the Jriſh deſigned 
5 tro tranſport more Forces from Car- 
rickfergis : For which Reaſon his 
Grace deſired him to continue to 
Cruize in that Station, which he did 
accordingly. On the 22d of June the | 
Portland brought him a Letter from 
the Major-General, Adviſing him, 
that the Forces in Londonderry were 
reduced to that Extremity, for want 
of Proviſions, that they had lived 
for ſome time on Hides, Dogs, and 
Cats: That he was returned from 
nch with the Swallow, and Three 
Victualling Ships, and was. reſolved | 
they ſhould attempt to get up to the 
Ton, but believing the Counte- 


3 


7 of Sir George Rook. | 


nance of ſotne other of the Ships 
might be very ſerviceable; upon this 


the Commadore left the Bonadventure, Commadore © 
q Rook for- 3 


1 with the Deptford and Dartmouth waraneſs 
proceeded towards the Major-Gene- we 


65 ral, the laſt of which Ships he ſent Derry. 


and Portland, in his Station, ane 


up to Kilmore to receive his Orders, 


and then returned to the Benadventure 
and Portland, with intention to con- 
tinue there till the Arrival of the 


the higheſt Importance to the 

ſervation of the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
Ireland, and the hindring of Kin 

James from being wholly Maſter o 
that Kingdom, from whence he 
might the more eaſily have invaded 
England and Scotland, all thofe that 
contributed ſo heartily to tt ouglit 


to have their due 4 — and you 


ſee it Was not effected without 
Mr. Rook s having a great Share 
in it. © 4 

Soon after the Commadore met 
the Duke of. Schomberg, with the 
Tranſport Ships 8 Bangor 
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The di ſpo ſi- 


ion of tbe 


Ships in the 
Iriſh Seas 


ll by Comma- 


dor e Rook, 


* 


The Life and Glorious Action- 


1689. Bay, in Carrickfergus Lough; where 


he landed part of of Army the ſame | 


Night ; but many of the Tranſports '% 


were wanting, and with them the 


Charles Galley, Supply, Saldadoes, Mi 


Dartmouth, and Pearl; and there- 


fore the Portland was ſent to the Iſle 


of Man in queſt of them. | 
The 25th of Auguſt, the Ships in 
the Iriſh Seas were diſpoſed of as 


follows by the Commadore. 


Deptford WS eng Þ 4 | 

ie | * * 

Mary Galley. At Carrickfergus, | 

Antelope, | before which | 

Sp. Place the Army 
Fanfan Sloop. >' encamped the 


Anne Ketch. 7 20th, and it 


Charity Ketch. | ſurrendred the 
Kingsfiſher Ketch. 28th, 
Edward and Suſan | | 
5 Hoy. — 1 . 8 
| Darimonth 2 . KN 
* Charles Galley. 2 Cradle cif of 
Greybound. 5 e Iſle of Man. 


x Vnit) Ketch. 8 


Pearl. | 


= of Sir George Rook 9g 
8 Pearl, ——— 7 Cruizing be, 1689. 
Henrietta Yacht. © tween Dublin 

# Monmouth Yacht.) and Man. 


* 
D 
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4 Portland. . 
Saldadoer. off of Cape 

i Welcome Ketch.— 0 Cantire. 
„ with Major Ge- 
1 Swallow. J 5 neral Nirke. 

4 | 


The Squadron having continued at 

3 Carrickfergus ſome time, the Com- 
madore was ordered by the General 
to take with him the Deptford, Bon- 
adventure, Mary Galley, Swallow, 
Portland, Antelope, Dartmouth, Ar- 
changel, Sampſon, Scepter, Prineeſs 
Anne, Hannibal, Smyrna Merchant, 
Supply, Greybound, and Henrietta 
Yacht, together with the Kingsfiſher, 
Anne, Unity, and Richard and Martha 
Ketches, and to cruize with them 
off of Kinſale and Cork, or where he he Com- 
ſhould Ja ge It moſt for the Service 5 madre or- 
and the General kept with him. at dered to 
Fe „ the Charles Gall-y, cruize with 
Pearl, Saldadoes, Fanfan, St. Malo part of his 
Merchant, Navy Yacht, Monmouth 72 ron 
Vacht, Cleaveſand Yacht, Dragon of of 
Sloop, Edward and. Suſan Hoy, 8 4 

e Charity © Ketch, 1 Hoy. 


ard 


18689. 


f boats. N 


Keteh, which 
vere put under Command of Captain 
Roach of the Charles Galley... 

The Commadore put to Sea, and 
endeavourd all that 8 h 
could to. get Sduthward, but was 


forced by bad Weather into Bangor: 


Bay, where he received Orders from 
the Lords of the Admiralty to ſend 


all the hired Ships to Hylakę. In his A 


Paſſage from Carrickfergus, a ſtron 
Sontherly Wind took him, wh 


forced him to bear up and Anchor , 8 
at the Skerrys, about Twelve Miles 
from Dublin, and ſending the Yacht 


in for Intelligence of the Army, b 


ſeveral Shot were fired at her from 
the Shore : Whereupor he ordered 
the Ketches in, and manning all the 
Boats, landed about Two Hundred 
Men, who beat out of the Town 
thoſe that pretended to defend it: 
But the Hills being covered with 


Hlorſe and Foot, he ordeted the Sa- 
mien off, jeſt they ſhould be expoſed.; 
However, before they embarked 


oe * 


they: either ſtavd or brought 
all the 


ſmall. veſſels | and Fiſher- 


On the 16th of September he came 


into Dublin Bay, where he had 
thoughts to Ane 


. zo Ide Loe and Glorious Adiont 
| and the Proſperons L 
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1 of” Sir George hook: It 
ie. Yacht and Ketches into the 1689. 
Harbour, to attempt the Taking or 
2 [Burning the Ships and Veſſels; but 
Ihe Wind viering out, and blowing 
Hard, forced him away, fo that ar- The People 
Fiving off of Cork the rSth, he or- of Cork op- 
dered the Lacht, and the Four poſe the 
Ketches, into the Harbour for In. Leſſelf ſent 
eelligence, and to aſſure the People 77 my _ 
of their Majeſties Protection, Upon 2 1 
Submiſſion : But the obſtinate Ir rr. 

having planted Fourteen or 'Fifteen < 
Guns on both Sides the -Harbour's 
X Mouth, 1 upon the Veſſels witli 

ſmall Shot; notwithſtand- 

ing which they proceeded; Landin 

their Men, and took Poſſeſſion 
the Great Iſland: But the Ships 
being very foul, and in want of all 
Kinds of Proviſions, the Comma» 
dore was conſtrain d to leave his Sta- cure 
tion, and came to the Donn on the Rock ar- 
13th of Odober, having loſt Compa- rive, in the | 
ny with all the Ships, on the Iriſ Downs. 
Coaſt, except the Fortland. #5 wal 


This Year had like to have 76 
oved fatal to England, by the pu 
Fight off of Beachy Head, un- 

der the Earl of Torrington,” after 

which he never ſerved again at 

Sea; but whether he deſewed well 

or ill for it, I cannot determi 15 
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I am fitisfied Mr. Rook was in no 


Lie and Norious Aions Tr 


manner of Fault, and. no Body yet 
has had the audatiouſneſs to tax 
him with any; as for the reſi, I do 
not find he had. any Opportunity M 

ven him this Tear to ſignalize 
bis Conduct and Courage on any 

rticular Expedition, and there- 
fore let us proceed to the next, | . 


His Majeſty King William figding * 
his Preſence to be abſolutely neceſ- 


2 


ſary in Holland, in that great Con- 


grels to be held at the Hague con- 


don the overgrown Greatneſs o 
France; no Body was thought more 


. Admiral 


Rook con- 
veys His 
Majeſty to 


| Holland 
| the fiſt 
| dime. 


cerning the Operations of the enſu- 
ing Campaign, in and concerting pro- 
per Meaſures to oppoſe and brin 


propet to be truſted with the Guard 
of his Royal Perſon in that Voyage 
as Rear-Admiral Rook; and 'tis the 
more remarkable, becauſe this was 
the Firſt Time of His Majeſty's go- 
ing over into Holland ſince he had 
been King of England. The Admi- 
ral failed out of the Downs on the 
26th of January, with the Squa- / 
dron of Men Gf War under his 

Command towards Margate Road, 


and His Majeſty imbarking at Graveſ- + | 


End; they put to Sea on the 17th, 
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and after having eneountred great 
Dangers from the Ice, on the Coaſt 


of Holland, he Landed ſafely, a little 


to convoy His Majeſty home again- 


to the Northward of the Maeſe. 
And the Rear-Admiral having ho- 
E nourably and faithfully. diſcharged 
his great Truſt, and continued on 
that Coaſt till he ſaw the Yachts and 
*X ſmall Frigates harboured, he return- 
ed with the Squadron, on the 25th, 


to Margate Road: I am not poſitive, 


but I believe the Rear-Admiral was 


in like manner the Perſon appointed 


J am ſure he failed to the Eaftward 
with a Squadron of Men of War 
on the 15th of Mareb, but returning 
on the 2iſt of the ſame Month in 
the Charles Galley from the Coaſt of 
Holland, where His Majeſty was not 
ready to imbark ; the King took the 
Opportunity about the middle of 
April of returning with part of the 


ever taking no long ſtay here, Rear- 
Admiral Rook had the Honour to 
convoy him over the Second Time, 
and on the 2d of May Landed him 


by Admiral Ruſſel ; all their Endea- 


- yours 


Dutch Squadron for England: Hows- Ow 


ſafely in Holland. The Rear-Admi- | 
ral having after this rejoined the 
Grand Fleet, Commanded this Year 


13 
* 
1691. 


en 


He cmëƷ¾tE . 


time. % 8 


* I 159 . Oberin Ain: 


ler. vours to meet with and engage the 
7 French Fleet proving of no effect, 
1905 0 of 4 _ ca _ 

0 mſi, in Torbau, ere 

were = the AT fol- 

1 vis. 5 ; * 4045S 


5. 


e Arbe. n 
Vice- Admiral e. 
Rog. . _ Vice-Adimiral Callembrrg. 9 
407 Renr- Admiral Everton. n 


i ſeveral Particulars into | 
WD. nn ee came to theſe Reſo- 
lations, wherein the Rear- Admirals 


had always t weight 
= he was aer J. Thas 


iu war not colrvenient . for Her Majeſty's 

e own gt Bus 
pant u „„ IA. 

thats if be Service: dg -abjolurely re- 


& 4 $54, quire 


4 * ix 


"#8 . 600 Rock. 1 


ire their contin? longer VI. 169. f 
3 n Time for e ben out ought 9 
not to exceed the roth of September. 
II. _ wy gs reat hl Lay 
© longer keep t a, the pr ace for © 
4 che — to —— at for farther Oran, 
4 was Spithead. "4 , 


Our Naval Expeditions laſt Year x6922 

8 terminating without any memorable — 

1 4 — 5 _ An be- 

ing by His Ma) a to 

Command the Fleet N -f in 

this: Mr. Rook, from Rear-Admiral 

of the Red was juſtly advanced to be 

1 the Biae, — —— ed, 

an happy Opportunity to ſigna 

his great Conduct and Cenrag to an he. 

eminent Degree. Here tis to be ob- v 

ſerved, that about the got 6 

May chere being Reports ene _ 

bout the Town that " Ieveral bh | 
Fleet had given | 


— 


Czptains in the 

aſſurance to the diſaffected 'Perfons 

on Shote of thelx adhering to them; 

and Her Majeſty oY WG leaſed to let 

them know, ſhe not believe 

that any among them - tharboured 

ſuch ill Principles. They, that the 

Queen might be thoroughly ſatisfied 

wich their Integrity, unanimouſly 

fignd a ade which they 2 

dochred. na * a= 23 
mong . 


16 The Uf aid Clorious AGions 
j z mong Weak, tis notoriouſly known 
none appear'd more b 5 qr for- 
ward than Vice- Admiral Rook; and, 
1 | 2 their Requeſt, the Admiral con- b 
1 P vey d; it to Her Majeſty, importing, 
wh. 8 That they, Hey Majeſty's moſt Duti | 
and Loyal Subjects — Servants, Fl az 
Officers and S in Her Majeſty's s 
WI leet out of that deep and grate- | 
we = Senſe they bad of Her Majeſty's % 
juft Op Opinion of their Lo oy J 
2 Falasy 2 to them * # 
gb * Admiral Nadel, i 
5 wy a Letter to him from the Earl of 4 
Nottingham, did, in behalf of them- þ 
n Jeiyss. and all the other Officers and Sea- 
men, bumbly 2 addreſs them- 
ele to Her at that Jundure, | 
; ©  Fogendecerve ray orld in thoſe falſe 
Wo and malicious Reports that bad been 
__ 1 read in e of Her 
3 Majeſty r Service, by. People of an un- 
| 9 Diſaffedion to Her Majeſty's 
Government, and an abſolute Aver 
#0 the Quiet and Good of their 2 
that there were fome among them w 
| were not ny. 2 I. end entirely 
= Devoted to, lajeſly's, Service, 
1 They ther 2 mo bumbl; ly begg'd Her 
1 Mapefry's to add aufder repras ated 
.= Oaths that. pong their Fidelity, 
' That they would with all imaginable 
=. OY and Reſolmtion, venture: their 


=: Py Lives 


= 
_—_ 
I 
*p 


6 < 
n 
IR . 


8 - of Sir George Rook. "" 
es in the Defence of Her Majefly's 1692. 
Rd orbted Rights, 20 l Liberty ana. 
Wl igion of their Country, againſt all 
reign and Popiſh Invaders whatſo- 
er. And that God Almighty might 
on, 


1 7 
/ erveHer Majeſty's moſt Sacred Perf 
MPrred Her Councils, and Proſper Her 
9 55 oy and on; 0 9 
a jeſt : Enemies, let all People ſay 
9 4 with Her Majefty's moſt Barth 
e Loyal Subjects. 
Every Body will agree with me 
at this was a time of Tryal, 
Ince the French were ſo formidable 
t Sea, and that King James had an 
my, and every thing ready in 
| 1 to be carry'd into Eng- 


I ſhall not lanch out into all the 
particulars of the Sea-Fight near La 
ogue that ſoon followed, but con- 
Ine my ſelf only to the ſhare Admi- 
al . in it: That he Fought 
Waring the Action as bravely as any 
Officer in the Fleet, no Body ever 
et e e that I know, but the 
rench Line of Battle being broke, . 
ind the Engliſh and Dutch Squadrons 
Purſuing about Four in the Aﬀer- 
Moon, of the 22d of May, Eighteen 
Sail of the French, being got Eaſt- 
ard of Cape Bar fleur, haw ed in for 
Hague, where our Ships 1 4 . 


CF ' 2x8 Te Life and Gloriow Aion: 
1652. about Ten at Night, and lay by til 
* near Four the next Morning; at 
| which time the Admiral weighed 
4 | again, and ſtood in near the Land 
5 but the Flood coming on, he an- 
5 chord. At Two in the Afternoon 
he weighed again, and plied cloſe 
in with La Hague, where were 
Thitteen Sail of the Enemy's Ships 

' hawled in very near to the Shosr. 
On Monday the 23d the Admiral 
ſent in Vice-Admiral Rook, with ſe- 
_ -veral Men of War, Fireſhips, and 
the Boats of the Fleet, to deſtroy 
thoſe Ships; but they had got them 

ſo far in, that none but the ſmall} 
Figates could do any Service: How. 
ever, Mr, Rook, himſelf boldly went 

in with the Boats, and Burnt Six off 
them that Night, and about Eight 
the next Morning Burnt the other 
Seven, together with ſeveral Tran- 
ſport Ships, and ſome ſmall Veſſels} 
with Ammuni wherein not on- 

ly Mr. Rook and all the Officers 
ſignalited themſelyes, but the Men 
228 themſelves with greateſt 
eſolution and. 8 Surely 
Malice it ſelf can never ſuggeſt any 
ting againſt an Action ſo ſignal and 
_ Sloribully executed. I have heard 
it often ſaid that His Majeſty was 

WW extreamly well pleaſed with 
eee Nr. Rooks 


tc. Rook's Conduct, Bravery and 1692. 
i ntrepi 1 the whole of * 
. that he. ſettlec a Penſion of 2 
ooo l. a Year upon him: If it was 

et lo, every impartial Man will 
now he deſerved it, and that it - 

l Fass none of his Fault that his Merit 

Sid not meet with a ſuitable Recom- 

"SWHence : However it be, there is this 

„ atisfaction in it, that his Fame will 

l ever dye as long as there are any 

47 Annals of Time to record it. 


Not long after this ſignal Perfor- 
wich Vice-Admiral' Callemberg, was 1 


St. Malo, to bring an Account whe- 
1 her the Whole, or what Number 
of the French Fleet might ride there. 


in the mean time the Grand Fleet 


cnt with a Squadron towards "2 
A 11 


being by bad Weather forced into 
| Torbay, the Admiral | impatiently 
; 
: 


I Souridings near St. Malo) he gave 

che Admiral his Opinion and Obſer - 

Vatiom of the Coaſt thereabouts, 
| | 0 which 
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1692. which may not be improper to in 
| ſert in hisown Words, vis. MW 


At. Rock I. HE Ground is flat and eve 
1 Account of > from Guerſney to Cape Farrell 
| St. Malo, ſhoaling a Fathom or Two every Two oY 
[i 2 Tree Miles, all the way over to th. 
1 Cape. The Ground is generally very 
weg, and in ſome Places rocky, eſpecially 
0 | mar St. Cymbre. ROE 
1 II. The Tides run very quick in the 
5 Offing on the Coaſt of St. Malo's ; bat 


i #0 the Eaſtward of Cape Farrel, with 
w in Three or Four Miles ef the Shore, 
1 not above Two and a Half or Three Knots 
= at Spring Tides, "5 
ks III. There are ſime Sandy Bays be- 
Fi teen Cape Farrct and S. Malo's, but 
1 not very Commodlious for Landing Men, 
1 becauſe the Land riſes in moſt Places 


wick from the Strand; befider, the 
| River Dinant muſt be paſi'd before they | 
| come 10 St. Malo. | 
8 IV. There are about Thirty-five | 
nn or Thirty fix - Sail of Ships rigg d, 
| ef which Twelve lay in the Ranſe, 
I | . and of them. Four or Five great | 

| 

| 


| | 
| Ships ; the reſt being wp at Sali- 
| , dore. | | 2 "if A 7 ö 
V. Not One of the Pilots would un- 
Wil © © dertake to carry in any Ship of War or 


i Fireſhips, to 'make any Attenpt on the 
b | 
\ x 


= 7 Sr Gcorge Rook: or 
ench Ships at St. Malo, though 1 1692, 
1 5 S each | 
an. - 2 N 2 | 


Hrheſe Obſervations were no ſmall ; 
ications of the Induſtry a 
=d:ment of the Vice-Admiral.*: 
ever, what with the advanced 
on and other Incidencies, the Fleet 
ad perform no further Feats this 
War, ſo that we ſhall haſten to the 
=. His Majeſty King - William _ 692. 
ut the middle of February going. 
son to Portſmouth, and having firſt. ; 
W&-w'd the Fortifications, and the 
ck. yard, he afterwards went to ſee 
Men of War at Spithead, and 
Wing on board Vice-Admiral Keok, 
= was pleaſed, as a mark of his 
. 2 Favour, and the high Eſteem a 
bad of his Services, to confer the A. Rook 
Wnour of Knighthood upon him. Knighted. 
ere we are to obſerve that a great 
det of Merchant Ships being ready 
the Spring to fail for the Streights, 
a Turkey; Sir George Rook was 
tched upon as the fitteſt Perſon, 

go with a ſtrong Squadron to 
nvoy them. I muſt alſo add that 
| dmiral Ks 15 being wo, alide os 

gear, Hemy Rulgren £19, 

* Vir Ralph 


5 
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232 - The fb and Glorious An, 
1603. Sir Ralph Delaval, and Sir Qoudeſſey 
WWW Shovel, Knights, being conſtituted in 
a joint Commiſſion to Command the 
1 Fleet this Summer: ACouncil of War 
_” was called. the-15th of May, to con-. 
. | ſider how the Streights Fleet, with 
| the Trade of Tzrkey, might oli W 
= ſafely proceed under the Conduct 
9 of. Sir Geroge Raok, Having debated | 
= the. Matter, they were of Opinion, 
it That if the. Thonlon Squadron was 
ü 8 come out of the Streights, and join'd 
1 thoſe of Breſt, Ten Men of War, 2 
wt ſmall Frigat, and a Fiteſhip, would 
x. be ſufficient for the aforeſaid Con- 
13 voy, and that the ſeparate Convoy 
for Spain ought to proceed with 
them, and the Body of the Fleet 
Wl accompany. them both out of the 
= Channel ; But that if the French 
i were not joined, it was proper the 
14 whole Squadron ſhould forthwith 
ö 1 proc with their Convoys. On 
the other Hand, if the French Fleet 
\\ was joined, and at Sea, it was 
1 judged ad viſeable for the main Fleet 
1 to proceed with the Mediterranean 
| Squadron ſo far as a Council of War 
10 ſhould think proper, when in the 
1 . Saundings; but if no certain Advice 
; i could be got of the Thonlon Squa- 
.8 dron s being come out of theStreights, 
| or where they were, beforethe 04 
„ * Taile 


. of Sir George Rook; 
wiled from St. Hellens. it was de- 


ermined that the Mediterranean 


quadton (that is Ten Men of 


ar, 4 Frigat and a Fireſhip) 


ould remain at St. Helens till In- 
elligence could be gained. 

On the 19th the Lords of the 
Admiralty (in ebedience to Her 
ajelty's Commands) ſent Orders 
Wo the Admirals to fail in com- 
any of the Squadron bound to 
he Mediterranean, and of the Vir- 
ginia and Bilbaa Convoys, and that 
iter they had proceeded with them 
as far as it ſhould be judg'd requi- 
ite, they ſhould order the Srreights 
Squadron to ſteer ſuch Courſe to 
adiz, as ſhould be thought moſt fafe 


by a Council of War, with reſpe& 


as well to the Breſt Fleet, if gone to 
- WSca,, as to the Thowlon Squadron; 


and then with the Body of the 


Fleet to put in Execution the In- 
ſtructiouns they had receive. 


A Council of War being hereupon 


* ne * 
9 . 
23 
: 


16939 


called, it was determined, That the 


main Fleet, and Mediterranean Squa- 
dron-ſhould proceed together Thirty 
Leagues W. S. W. off of Uſhant. 
and that when the Admirals ſpread 
a Blue Flag at the Main- top maſt- 


bead, and fired Three Guns, Sir 
George Roak,, as well as the other 


Convoys, 


* 
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„Bark, that the Thowlon Squadron, 


Convoys, ſhould proceed, accordin 
to the Orders they had received 
from. the Lords of the Admiralty. 


Now the Fleet being on the 4th of 
une Thirty Leagues W. S. W. off 
ſhant, a Council of War was called 

of the Flag Officers, both Dutch and 

Engliſh, and *twas then determined, 

That ſince they had no Intelligence 

of the Enemy, the Fleet ſhould ac- M 

company the Mediterranean Squadron 

Twenty Leagues further, and then 
return to the former Station, and iſ 

take up the Craizers, and from 
thence proceed to the Rendezvous 

Ten Leagues N, W. off Uſhant : So 
that leaving the Streights Squadron 
on the 6th in the Evening, they ar- 
rived at the ſaid Rendezvous Two 
Days after. 1 

uring this time they met with 

no Intelligence of the Enemy's Fleet; 

but the Lords of the Admiralty re- 
ceived Advice on the 13th, from 

Sir Lambert Blackwell, ( who was 

then Conſul at Leghorn ) which he 
had from the Maſter of a Malteſe 


With Thirty-five Galleys, were ready 

* 85 8 Marſelles, | : 

Some Ships being ſent to gain In- 

telligence on the French Coaſt, the 

. Warſpight, return d to the Fleet =P 
T0 fo | 17 


\ 


"of "Sir George Rook. 23 
th of June, with an Account, 1653. 

J Hat ſhe fad ſtood ſo near in with Www 

r. Matthew's Point, as to bring 

Wreſt Bay open, and that neither 

Whip or other Veſſel conld be diſ- 

Woverd there, except Two or Three 

Wiſhing Boats ; ſo that the Admirals 

Wctcrmined to fail off of Silly 

Wo look for the Enemy, an 

From thence to repair to Torbay 

ich the Sixty-nine Ships of the : 

ine of Battel they had with 

hem, of which Forty-hve were 
Engliſh, and Twenty-four Dutch, 

hey arrived there on the 21ſt in 

great want of ſeveral kinds of Pro- 

iſions. However a Council of War 

vas called the 23d, upon Com- 

mands from Her Majeſty, concern- 

ing Sir George Rook, it being appre- 

ended, cho too late, that he might be 

n great Danger from the French Fleet. 

By this Council it was determined 

o proceed to Lirbon, and join the 
editerranean Squadron ; but it was 

found upon ſtrict Enquiry, they had 

not Proviſions fo to do, Neverthe- 

Jeſs, ſince it was judged that Squa- 

dron did greatly require the Affſi- 

ſtance of the Fleet, it was reſolved 

o proceed in Search of the Enemy, 

f in Fourtecn Days time they, couſd 

be compleated mw Victuals for 


Ten 


— 


* 


. ceived 


tbe French 
Fleet's be- 
. Ing in La- 


0s Bay, 


* 8 
= 
N 
a 
2 
7 
Pd 
ve | 
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| Ten W. at whole Allowance. 


Much about this time, Advice came 
Advice fe- from the Conſul of O- Forto, dated 


the gth of Juns, That on the xt of 


. n CP 


theMonth, there arrived News, at | 
7 


Liiben, by Expreſs. from Algarve, 


That Monſieur Touruille with. the 


French Fleet, confilting of Seventy- 


fie Men of War. and ſeveral other 


Ships and Veſſels, in all to the Num- 
ber of. a Hundred and Fourtecn, were 


come into the Bay, of; Lagas, between | 


Cape St. Vincent and Faro. Twas 
faid that at firſt they ſhew'd Englit 
Colours, and ſome of them Dutch, 
and that by Engliſ Men ſent on 
Shore, they pretended to be of that 


Nation; but that the next Day the 


Governor ſending on bo 0 the : 


Admiral; he inſinuated as if he had 


been forced in there by bad Weather, 
and that he intended to ſail the next 


Morning ; but without doubt his 


real Deſign was to intercept our Men 


of War and their Convoys. Beſides | 


this Intelligence, an Expreſs was 
ſent to the Biſhop of Algarve, that 
Count d'Eſtree had join d Monſieur 
Tourville, and that the whole Body 
of the Fleet ſeem d to Rand. off to 
Sea, in order to double Cape St. Vin» 
cent, and then proceed Northward : 
And there was Intelligence at COS, 
| that 


of Sir George Rock. * 


th 
ie, in all about a. Hundred and 
wen Sail, of which Seventy great 
Whips, beſides Sixteen Fireſbips, and 
Wix Bomb - veſſels, and that Twenty: 
iil * them were Cruizing Weſt- 
Theſe Advices reaching the Exglih 
ourt, the Lords of the Admiralty 
id the 23d of June ſend: Orders to- 
Ihe Admirals to diſtribute the ex- 
ected Provilions equally, ſo ſoon as 
t ſhould arrive, and to cauſe each 
aptain to take on board what 
Vater he could, ſince *twas proba - 
dle the Service might require the 
let's continuing at Sea a conſide- 
able time; and expreſs Directions 
ere given to the Commiſſioners 
or Victualling, to 1 as faſt as 
doſſibly they could, and haſten. to 
he Fleet, what Proviſions was then 
hip'd off. . 
On the 1ſt of July, the Flag-Offi- 
ers ſubmitted it to Her Majeſty, 
Whether. it might be 1 for 
he Fleet to proceed to Lisbon, for 
hat if the French were join d and 
ail'd Northward, the Coaſt of 
gland would be expoſed: to In- 
ults. That which had before in- 
luced them to propoſe going thi- 
GH -: ther. 


Dd of ww TD VO. Wo Ws wo 


at the French, Fleet had been dil 182 
dyer'd in 5 Bay the 6th of WWwad 
0 
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72693. ther, was for the Security of Sir 
\LIS George Rook, and the Merchant Ships, 
and proceeding with him further, | 
. or . accompany him home, as it 
| ſhould be thought moſt proper; 
But ſince Orders were ſent to him 
to return, they thought it would 
be very uncertain where to meet 
-him ; and they were of Opinion, 
That Her Majeſty's Orders to him} 
were ſo full, that there was no oc- 
caſion for their giving any others in} 
addition thereunto, tince thereby he 
was directed, That if he was obli- 
ged to go into the River of Lisbon, 
and received certain Intelligence, 
during his Roy te, that the Thou-i 
ton Squadron had join*d the reſt off 
their Fleet, and were together gone 
Northward from off the Coaſt of 
Portugal, he ſhould leave a proper 
Number of Ships, both Eng/ifh and} 
Dutch, to proceed up the Streights 
with the Turky Fleet, and return 
himfelf with the reſi, and join the 
Body of our Fleet in theſe Seas, and 
not meeting them in his Paſſage, to 
make the Port of Plimouth, and 
there expect further Orders. But 
theſe Orders being not ſent "way be- 
fore the 3d of June, they could not 
poſſibly arrive time enough; for 
he being the 17th of that NE 
- about! 


bout Sixty Leagues ſhort of Cape 
dls N he ordered the Lark, a 
imble Sixth Rate, to ſtretch a-head 
of his Scouts in Lagos Bay, to get 
hat Intelligence could be had 


* 


| 
' . 
1 
. „ $ 
I awling in nearer the Shore in the 
t 
4 
1 


Whe Scou:s diſcover'd Two of 


” 
: 
+ 
of 
1 
” 


» 
* 
(4 
4 
4 


". 
UT 
& 
bY 
4B 
AM 
* 
5 


* 


was 2 


Ship of Seventy Guns, and en- 
zaged her a ſmall time; but ſee- 
ng Eight or Ten Sail under the 


ape, left her, and repaired to the 
f. Hereupon, a Council of War 


being called of the other TWO 
.r 8 1:g-Officers, namely, Rear-Admi- 
ql Hopſon, and Vice-Admiral Van- 
ergo, the Admiral propoſed keep- 
ning the Wind, or laying by all 
\- Nicht, that ſo a Diſcovery of the 
4 WEncmy's Strength might be made 
o che next Morning: But in this 
dhe was over-ruld ; and it was 
at arg d, that the Wind being freſh 
8 ortherly, it gave a fair Opportu- 
It Wnity of puſhing. for Cadiz, The 


or Admiral being wiſely apprehen- 
þ Mive that fuch an Attempt might. 
ut C3 prove 


of Sir George Rook 


here of the Enemy; but this Ship 


ight, than the reſt of the Neet 
lid, lay becalmed. The next Day rhe French - 
W. Fleet diſco- 
Nnempy's Ships, and chaſing them ver d in 
in ſomewhat after Noon, the Lagos B 
(lat ham came up with One of them, 4 Str Geo. 


Admiral with an Acceunt there- 


9 
16 


ook. 
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x693- prove of ill Conſequence, by draw. 
Arg E the Fleet into a greater Force of 
the Enemy than he could be able tolf 1 
diſengage himſelf from, thought it 
requilite, before the Reſult of the 
"Council of War was Signed, to cal 
to him Five or Six of the Captain; 
that happened to be on board; 
 whioſe Opinion being asked, they 
did all concur in What bad been 
beſdre teſolved: Wherefore he ran 
along Shore all Night with a preſt 
Sail „ and forced ſeveral of the 
Enemy's Ships to cut from theit 
Anchors in Lagos Bay, g.. 
Next Morning by break of Day, 
being off of Villa Nu, it fell 
calm, and about Ten Sail of the 
Enemy's Ships of War, and ſome 
other ſmall Ships with them, were 
ſeen in the Offing. Thoſe Ships 
fivod away wich their Boats a- head, 
ſetting Fire to ſome and deſtroy- 
ing and deſerting others of their 
ſmall veſſels; but ſome of them 
fell into our Hands; und in One 
there was a Trin which (blew 

np Twenty of our Men. One of 
their Fire-fhips' was alſo taken, by 
falling into the Fleet in the Night 

and the Men on board her inform 
the Admiral, That the Squadron 
conſiſted but of Fifteen * 

— "WE t 


7 S. George Rook. 3 


he Line of Battel, but that thete 1893. 
as Three Flags, Monſieur Tour- a: Hh, 
ville, Monſieur Vi let, and NMonfieur 
n; and that they had with 
them Forty and odd Sail of Stbre- 1 
ſhios and Merchant Men bonnd to- 
boulon, or to meet Monſieur a Eſfrer. 
WW They ald allo the Squadron a! 
2 been becaimed off of the Cape, 25 
and that having ene in the 
IF Bay, were bound directly into the 
FT Srreeghes, without any Intention of 
ſeeing our Fleet. This, with the 
[FF haſty Retreat of their Men of War 
in che Morning, and the deſetting 
2 5 burning their © ſmall Veſſels, - 
188 gain'd a perfect Belief in che Ad- 
1 Rita and the 'reft. of the Flag- 
7 Ofticers and Captains; but after- 


Wards it was judged (and with 
EKReaſon too ) that the 7 
EKRetreat of the little part of the Fleet 
8 (unleſs * were at firſt furprized, 
and judged our whole Strength to- 
gether, from the Number of Met- 
chant- Ships) was purpoſely done to 
arſe us, and thereby to draw 
Inn R ſto the body 
bout Noon the Sea Bre 
to W. N. W, and Norch⸗ 
wy | then the Adrtiirdl Pore a- 
long Shore u 8 50 the Enemy, 
| Wee ther the more, 


the 
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1 


1693. 

- TheEnemy's 
whole 
Strength 
diſcovered, 


and 16 bear 
up towards A | 1 4 
Admiral of the White ſtood off to 
Sea, that ſo he might Weather our 
N . Ne and fall in with the 


our Squa- 
Aron. 


Admiral being within Four Miles 


of Opinion to avoid Fi 


flergoet br 


many o 


Ruin of the whole. 


the nearer he came to them, and at 
the laſt counted about Eighty Sail; 
but the Number they ply'd up to 
him with, was not above Sixteen, 
with Three Flags, the Admiral, 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and Rear- 8 
dmiral of the White. The Vice- 


LY 


3 


erchant Ships, whilſt the Body of 
their Fleet lay promiſcuouſly to Lee- 
ward of one another, as far as they 
could be ſeen, eſpecially their biggeti 

At. Three in the Afternoon the | 


of the Enemy, . Vice-Admiral Fan- 
ought to, and ſent him | 
Word, That he was then ſenſible of 
the Deceipt, for that their whole 
Fleet might be diſcovered. , He was | 
| Fighting, if 
poſſible, being fearful that not ny 
f the Merchant Ships would | 
be loſt, but that an Engagement 
there would — þ ion the 
ut the Admi- 


ral himſelf judg d he was advanced 
too near to think of a Retreat, and 
therefore, before the Receipt of this 
Meſlage, had reſolved to puſh for it; 
but afterwards reflecting on the In- 


con- 


_-” 4s 


of Sir George Rook. 33 
Fonveniencies he might expoſe him- 159 
lf to, by Engaging, and thereby WV 
ararding the loſs of the Squadron, 
yntrary to the Opinion and Advice 
Df che Dutch Flag-Officer, he brought 
o, and ſtood off with an eaſie Sail, 
hat fo the Dutch, and the heavy 
Niilo's, might have time to work up 
o Windward, and he ſent the Sheer- 

, with Orders to the {wall Ships 

rhat were near the Land, and could 
not, as he judged, keep up with 
che Fleet, to endeavour to get along 

the Shore in the Night, and ſave 
chemſelves in Faro, St. Lacar, or 
Cadiz. | 3 
The Admiral and Vice-Admiral of 
the Blue, with Eight or Ten Sail of 
the Enemy 's Ships, fetched very faſt 
upon our Squadron, which obliged 
them to make Sail; but nevertheleſfs 
1 e came up with the Leeward + 
moſt about Six a Clock, which were 

= Two or Three Dutch Men of War, 
aud ſome of their Merchant Ships, 
who, ſoon after they were engaged, 

tack'd in for the Shore, and the Sir George 

Enemy after them, and thereby we Noch 

a fair opportunity to our Ships that z ebe 

were to Windward, and a-head, to from the 
make Sail off. The Admiral ſtood whole 

off all Night with a preſt Sail, French 
having a freſh Gale at N. N. W, Bet. 

| "C5 * 
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1693. and on Sunday Morning Fifty-four of 


- thoſe belonging to the Dutch, and 


dogg d him all Day. The next Day 


Security of the Remainder. Some 
of them ſaid, they ſaw Forty or 


War of Fifty Guns; and that there 


bound to Twrky, were ſafe, becauſe 


_ "away towards Cadiz, when they left 


pt 


the Merchant Ships, and - ſeveral 
Mer of War, were about him, but 
of the latter no more than Two ci 


One Hamburgher, and Five Sail of 
the Enemy*s Ships, were to Lee- 
ward, and Two to, Windward, 
which laſt tach d from him, but yet 


the Aümiral called the Officers of 
the Men of War and Merchant 
Ships on Board, to inform himſelf 
what Account they could give of 
the reſt of the Fleet, and to Adviſe 
what was beſt to be done for the 


Fifty Ships bear away to the South. 
ward, about Ten a Clock on Satur. 
day Night, and that among them 
were the Monk, and a Dutch Man of 8 


were great hopes that the Shandots, | 
Aſia, and feveral other large Ships 


the Admirałs own Ship was the 
Leewardmoſt of the Fleet on Sunday | 
Morning, and that now there could 
be 4diſcern'd*none*to Leeward but 
the Five French Ships, which ſtood | 


E 
him. No more than 'Orte -of "the ; 
| _ Maſters | 


C ' 208 G0 
f r George Rook. 35 
Maſters of the. Merchant Ships was 1593. 
for looking cowards the Streights GY 
Mouth; the reſt vers 791 
againſt it: Some enclin d or Lis 
others for the Groyne, but mbſſt 12 
Ireland; ſo that he detetmined to 
ſteer away either for Cork or Kinſale, 
the Two principal Ports in that 
2 With great Cunning the 
Enemy drew our Fleet into this Mis- 
force ; but had they putſ {ec the 
1 u with as mn Con. Fre 
and Reſdlution, not Ship hai 
eſcaped : for the Ami and Vice- 
Admiral of the Blue, were within 
Shot of our Admiral, when they 
tack d and ſtood in tothe Shore: after 
the Dutch ; and that Tacking (as is 
5 before) n the reſt of the 

„ 

Having given you this Account, 
it may not be altogether irnproper : 
to take up a little Time, in rela- 
ting how the Fleet, both Ships of 
War, and thoſe of the Merchants, 
was by this unlucky Accident _ 
1 rated, vir. 
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Hh, 


Engliſh "we of Wor. 


2. oF 
Monmouth. 5 * 
Lion. 1 


Ter, Pie: All theſe were 
y Caftle. with the Fleet 
Lumley yi 1 when theFrench | 


7 left us. 


Shadwell, Fire- 
Vultare. I ſhips. | 
Muſcovia Merchant | 


toreſhip. 


Suſanna, Bomb 
did 41 Uthe 
Bore up with the 
Monk —— 3 ande „&c. 
TH Tack d and ſtood 
Sbeerne ſ.. ( in for the Shore 


Smirna Faclor.— ( with the Mer | 


chant Ships. 


Dutch 


| of Sr George Rook. 
Dutch Ships of War. 
in General. 1 were alſo 


| lerland. S in the Fleet. 
Gone Convoy © to 


3 Bore up with the 
. J Sbandois, A ſia, &cc. 

| Tack d and ſtood 

in for the Shore, 
ſoon after the 


Whanix.—— 
lere ham : Good 


will.. 
2 oa 
oF 0þ1 ar rigat. 

| 77 Mer 


| chant. 


5 to 2 


+ © Ws 
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Bound to Alicante _ 


The Lie entre 4 
Andaluſia. 0 


1 Bound to Mo 
radu, de. Pound 08 


2 *Englih \ Merthels Shive . 1 


85 
Great 


Tue Tale ai to e 

e Brother r. 

Seine,  —> Bound to. Alicun 

Okenden, —— © Bound to Meſſin⸗ 

Merchants . ound to Barce 
will, _ ona. | 


Friendſhip. — 5 ae 


; PS 
age. 


— 


= a : 


„„ Bound to St. 
* 1 


A oy 
PY 


: "Engliſh Merchant Ships wanting, 


Sa | r 25 
Great Tmiſten. Bald to Tan 


Tree Brotherr. 
8 A ente Mica 


Ofenden, =———= Bound to Meſfins 
R Gvod- und to Barce 
wi 


Friend: 3 N brackets. 


Sueeeſ 


ene, wn 


1 All the Dutch Turky Ships were 


iding. 


All he H her Comoyswere 
Milling, except One Man of 

d One Merchant Man ; the her 
an of War went 'to St. Uber, and 
forward for Cadis. | 


When the Lark, which was - WiC 
matched by the Admiral with an 
ccount of this Diſaſter to England, 
rrived with the ſorrowful ews, 
85 itnpoſſible to expreſs the Conſter- 
ation the Generality of People were 
every Body, but ſuch as were 


lick Enemies to the Government, 55 


eacly pittied the Admiral, and at 
ie fame time highly applauded 
is Conduct; many cried out aloud 
"Wc was berray'd, and if what 'was 
Hen poſitively afſerted was true, that 
We <xpreſs'd himfelf very oath to 

Hart with the joint Admirals] in the 
tation before-mentioned, it tg 


un Aae, 
by 3 93 i $ 
Ann tar cw 
_ the Danger that afterwards gy 
2 him. However it wer 1 befelf 
4 : Admirals Conduct work the Thie 
1 rr 
ie | of them was picturd us that on: 
N Nottin bom Ale. Holland i 
takin uff. and the Ti another q 
his ands tied behind hi ird with 
as it will, I do not — vey 
Two of them ever eren al Site: 
ter this Misfortune, and by af- 
Ex 5 ition. „and the Summet 
| E The Unhapp N | | 
| Lone about the middle of 7 8 
earing no manner of A wy, and 
; Sir George till the 5th 7 from 
\ : Pain, moſt Peo le wer el, the 
1 | Danger he might be e in about the 
| ſcarce be expreſſed . ſed to, can 
+ this delay after "AF e Reaſon of 
Sir George the Enemy was ben got clear 0 
Rook way with th uſe he bore a 
| pro- Way with the Fleet to the Iſland 
deratolWa. hopes of meeting ſom = he had 
ger. tered Ships, but round the ſcat- 
Fan commanded by Ca! oy, the 
born > Wherefore putti 5 the K 
into the belt Condition . 
He arrive; ſalled from the Made ＋ I 
Cork in of Frm, 5 oy the 27th 
Ln fe regelte Orders fem Bs 
5 | K 
he *regelved Oer "From "the Join 
| Admirals 


mirals, to ſend the Royal-Oak, 1693. 
, Aumouth, Lion, Woolwich, WNW 
Lumley-Caſtle, to the main Fleet: 
t in regard all the Shigs with him 
re in great Want of Meral forts — 
Provihons, and that no Service "4." 
uld be expected from thoſe that 
ere to remain at Kinſale, he (ent. 
em thither under Command of 
wptain Fairbhorn, and came himſelf 
th the before- mentioned Detach- 
ent to the Fleet. 
After our Squadron had thus for- 
nately eſcaped, the Enemy pro- 
ded up the Streights, and came to 
Anchor before the Town of Ma- 
ga, where having plaed their 
oad{ides towards the Ships in the 
old, being Four Dutch and One 
gliſh, they attempted to burn 
e Unon Frigat; but they were 
ice repulſed. Nevertheleſs the 
ntinued to Fire very hotly, and all 
ving been done that was poſſible 
defend the Ships, their Matters 
d at laſt fink them. The ſame was 
dne by the Four Twrky Merchant- 
s, in the Bay of Gibraltar, of 
hick we ſhall ſay no more. | 


eNetherls could not forbeareven 2 
Parliament to take notice of T che 


ard in promoting good Regulati- 1694. 
ns there, and more particularly an | 
order: That whereas the Lord 
ommiſſioners had appointed ſuffi- 
ent Salaries for their Secretaries 
lerks and other Officers, they did 
rder and direct, That they ſhould 
either demand, take, nor (receive 
ny Fees, | Gtatuities or Rewards 
rom any "Perſon or Perſons, who 
tight have occaſion to apply to 
e Board upon any Pretence whiat- 

de ver, upon the Penalty of forfeitin 
eir Salaries, and being diſcharg 
rom their reſpective Imployments 
r 445 8 


In the Spring of this Year, or 1695. 
ither the beginning '6f Moy, Sir . Conde 
eorge was entrutted to Convoy e 
is Majeſty into Flolland, having xine rorot- 
nder His Command Eighteen Nen Hud. 
bf War, Egliſh and Dench, belides 
ive Sixth-Rates, Five Yatchs, and © © 
Two Fireſhips, and on the firſt f 
deptember, being with the Fleet at 

pit head, he cauſed great Rejoycings 

o be made for the taking of 8 

d being now appointed to fail with 
Squadron of Men of War and the 
erchane Ships for che Styeigbtt, to Goes Admi- 
elieve Admital Ruſſel, who Was ral to the 
omitig+ home with ſeveral of the Screights, 
11 great 


* 


#4 The Life ond Glorious Ann 
1693. great Ships, he in Thirty-eight-d: 
| made his paſſage from England 
= | adi; Ihe Iitle given him 0 

Cadiz ; The Title given him by h 
= - Commiſſion was Admiral of th 
* White, and Admiral and Co 

mander in Chief of His Majeſtyl 

Ship's in the Mediterranean; an 

Contents by his Inſtructions he was requir: 
of bis I= to annoy the Enemy on all Occation: 

| ftruftios. To prevent their being furniſh 
| from theſe Seas with Naval Store 
and Proviſions ; To take under hi 
Command the Ships of War left af 

Cadiz by Admiral Reſet ;. and if he 

received certain Advice that th 

Freneh had paſſed the Streights, wit 

the Whole or Part of their Fleet, t. 

follow them, or detach after then 

ſuch a Strength as might be propo 
 ACunctof On the 21ſt of November, he ca 

War agree led a Council of War, where wa 
Dos t [end 9 himſelf, Rear-Admir: 

«p che Tur- Mitchell, Rear-Admiral Nevil, ant 
key Convoy, his Firſt Captain, Captain Bokenhan 
They conſider d how the Ship 

1 bound to Turley might moſt pre 
1 perly be convoy d thither, and de 
4 termined that their Guard ſhoulc 
conſiſt of Four Ships of War, TwWe 

F Ne, and Twofor Scanderoon 

r e 4 that t nould be accompa 
. . nied with 2 Squadron of Four 00 


ws Fiv 


- - -@ 


: of George Rook; 75. 
e more, and Two Fireſhips, as 1695. 
as Cape Matapan, or higher, if ww 
ould be Jade reaſonable : That 
n the Squadron ſhould return, 
d in their way touch at Algier. 
ter that croſs over to Alicam, a 
along the Coaſt of Spain, unleſs 
ey had Advice that the French had 
ronger Force abroad. The Fleet 
this time was very fickly, and 
ith great difficulty the Spaniards 
Nirre at laſt prevailed with to per- 
ic a Hundred and Fifty Men to be 
Nagd in the Hoſpitals at Cadiz ; 
r was that granted, but u 
ondition that we ſhould find Beds, 
edicines, and Refreſhments for 
em. | 
Our Force united, was not ſufh- 
ent to oppote the Enemy, and 
terefore all that the Admiral could 
d was to protect the Trade, till 
ch time as the additional Strength 
peed from England joined him; 
id he was convinced by all Advices, 
at the French were making great 
{patch for an early Campaign; 
r which reaſon he called the Flag- 
ſhcers together, to conlider what 
ight beſt be done, who (both 
wiih and Dutch) agreed, That 
ice there was but Thirty Ships 
the Line of Battel (not 1 15 


= The fe pas G lte 2 
By the French would come out With, 


. 


half - the Number *twas: believe 


they could not be abſe to imped; 
heir Paſl Paſſage-through, the Streights 
therefore it was not reaſonable 
to put ta Sea andi lie in their way; 
but r to keep out Cruizer 
for Intellige 
The- wy 8 e for the 
Publick, obliged him alſo. to hold 
another Council of War on the 19th 
of Januaty, and freſh Intelligeng 
occaſion d another the 23d following, 
WWYV who fon — 0 reaſon to alter their 
Reſolutions : But leſt the French 
Fleet ſhould appear. a, Cadiz, before 
the nen orcement - Gn. England 
arrived, it was agreed, Thar. the 
Ships: ſhould. be removed within the 
Puntal Caſtles; and be formed with. 
in Three Lines as follows; the Fir 
(to conſiſt of the | largeſt. Engliſh 
Ships) to lie from the Patel athwart 
the Chanel, — the Creek's Mouth 
called next within the 
North 57 : The Second (to be 
compoſed of the ſmalleſt Engliſh and 
Dutch Ships) along the Shoal on the 
South fide of the Harbour: And 
the Third (to be, of the biggel 
Dutch Ships) to begin from the up- 
er End of the Second Line, and to 


tend away en the Channel 15 
tne 


r $6 Aa 
Mouth of the upper Creck 1696. 
goes to F ; and the 
(hips; were to be poſted to the 
Advantage, as the Wind: and 
cumſtances of Service ſhould pre- 

t. This indeed was all that poſſi- 
he could do under his then Cir- 
ſtances; for the Ships, generally - 
aking, were not above half 
um d, and thoſe of the Duich 
re ſo very foul, that had they 

t the Enemy at Sea, and been 
pre ower'd, they would in all 
pbability have been a Prey to 
m. Things being at this Paſs, 
our Flcet in a manner block d up 
Cadiz, an Account comes from 
5 Vice-Roy of Andaluſia, That he th 
5 from Portugal, 
Five French Ships in Lagos Bay, 
dm Seventy to Eighty Guns; and 
zreupon Rear-Admiral Micheli, 
th Eight clean Ships, and Twe 
reſhips, Was ſent in Queſt of 
m, but meeting contrary Winds 


0 was ſoon conſtraind to bear 
in the mean time the Admiral 
ti 12 the weakneſs of the 
Pie with him, and how ſtrong 
oe Enemy did intend to come 
co Sea, did, about the middle. 
0 
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3 2 of Februar, ſend home a Frigat for In. 
W ſtructions how he {ſhould proceed: But 
before ſhe returned he received Order 

from His Majeſty, dated the 27th 
of Janzary, to repair to England, 

unleſs he had good Intelligence that 

. the French did not deſign to fit out 

| * 22 their Fleet from Thoulon early in the 
% ters to Spring, or that they did intend tog 
cos ſet out wich no greater a Number 
England than he could be able to oppoſe, with 
condition- the Strength he had with him; in 
nally, which cafe he was to remain in the 
Slireigbes, and to follow his former 
Theſe Orders occaſioned a Council 

of War, wherein it was determined 

to repair to England, as ſoon as the 
The Admi- Naval Stores could be taken on 
rat reſolves board : And in cafe the French paſ- 
Jo return fed the Strcights before that could 
I be effected, it was agreed to follow 
nl mag 4 them immediately, and to leave: 
22 proper Convoy to bring home the 
Storeſhips. But the Admiral to 
amuſe the French, pretended that 
the Fleet, and the greateſt part 0 
the Stores, was removed to Port 
Mabone, though it was impoſſible tc 
keep his real Intentions long private; 


for there were ſeveral Letters which 
gave an Account, that the Ships de- 
ligned from England were ſtopp'd 


an 


of Sir George Rock. 49 
and that it was expected our Fleet 1696. 
ould be called home : Nor was it 2 
Indeed. adviſeable to continue longer 
n thoſe Parts, for if the intended 
Reinforcement had timely arrived, 
pur Strength would, even then, 
have been ve much inferior to 
o that of the my. 4 
About the middle of arch Sir 
eorge put to Sea; but when he had 
heat it too and fro Five Days, in 
very bad Weather, wherein ſeveral 
Maſts were ſprung, Sails blown a- 
way, and the great Ships much 
ſhaken, he was conſtraind to return 
to Cadiz; and very prudent and 
lucky it was he did ſo, for had he 
ept the Sea, the tempeſtuous Wea- 
ther, which ſoon after happened, 
might have expoſed the Fleet to 

greateſt hazard. It begun and con- 
inued with ſuch Extremity, that 
ſeveral of the biggeſt Dutch Ships, 
and of our Engl Merchant Ships, 
were forced from their Anchors, 
ven in the Bay; ſeveral Ships 
were loſt upon the Coaſt, among 
which were Three belonging to 
the States General, one of them 
Jnamed the St. Peter, of Er 8 
uns, between Cadiz and Cape 


raflegar. 


oy Oe K = — rere . 
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30 The Liſe and Glorious Aion 
4696. But the Weather was no ſooner 
moderate than he failed again from 
Sir George Cadix, and arrived in the Engliſh 
arrives n Chanel the 22d of April, to the 
England. great Joy and fatisfation of the 
Nation in general, which was great- 


Ay concerned leaſt the French Fleet 

Would come up with them, and 

even at this juncture that the Aſſa- 

ſlination Plot and Invaſion from 

France was diſcovered, did not 

think England ſafe without hi 

Preſence and Aſſiſtance. The Ad 

miral no ſooner arrived in th: 

Hir George Downs from the Streights, but hi 
in tbe took upon him the ſole Command 

 -Downs and after he had diſpatched ſuc 

tales . Matters as were neceffary, wit 

. no reſpect not only to the Fleet, bu 

of * thoſe Ships that he was ordere 

| to detach therefrom on particu 

Jar Services, he failed and arrive 

at Spit head the zoth of April, h. 

'_ . vying left fome ſmall Ships, an 

the Bomb-Veſlels, behind, to hrin 

after him near a Thouſand Meni 

Sick Quarters at Deal, Dover, San 

105 wich, Ramſgate, and other Placifi 

»» 

| On the 2d © „ he receive 

. cues 10 {Orders to proceed 447% the Son 

| ceed into ings, which being very preſſing 

che Sound- and the Ships that came hon 
Ang. 3 9 | 4 MW 


| » | 
/ ö 
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with him from_ the lg, in 
no good Condition for Service, 
for that, belides other Things, 
they did more eſpecially want Beer 
and Stores; he thought it Adviſe- 
able to call a Council of War, by 


with the very firſt Opportunity, after 
the Streights Ships were ſupply'd 
with what was abſolutely neceſfary 
to enable them to keep to Sea; but 
that in the Interim the State and 


repreſented to the Lords of the 
Firſt-Rates, Eight Seconds, Twenty- 


the Engliſh ; and of the Dutch Six- 
teen, whereof there was Three of 


Seventy-four, Four of Sixty and 
WM Sixty-four, and One of Fifty, be- 
= ſides the Fire-ſhips, Frigates, and 
Wimall Veſſels of both Nations, be- 
Wing in the whole of the Line of Bat- 
tel but Fifty-five ; and the Englifs 


ill 


e. 


Rate, did at this time want up- 

wards of 3300 Men, of the 19500, 
their allowed Compliment. 
. Now the reaſon of the Fleet's be- 
ing reduced to ſo ſmall a Number, 


| 


ug was the other Services many of the 
Ships were employed en, which was 
as follows. D 2 Rate 


| of Sir George Rook. 8 


whom it was determined to fail 


Condition of the Fleet ſhould be 
Admiralty, which conſiſted of Six 
two Thirds, and Three Fourths, of | 


A Ninety Guns, Eight of Seventy and 


Ships, from the Firſt to the Third- 


1696. 
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1696. Rate Ships Names. 
NS 2 mn nn 


Monmouth. the Sonn- 
Dunkirk. " ding, to 


Caen. piotect the 
Defiance. ] Trades ex- 
4 Severn, cted 

*Fireſhips, 1W0— 1 ome. at 
"7 erw ppointe 
3 18 58 7. Convoys 
In. C for n 


— Medway. got 4 


Tireſhip 1 «Canaries. 
3 — Cornwall _ Ordered to 
Fireſhips, Two—— L the Nore. 
4 — Pembroke, — I Off of Dun- 
Fireſhips, Two——— tn Pr 
| Sin Fort- 
7 3 Humbe: 'S mout Har- 
| Ster ling- Caſt le bou r. 
| - | . Gone co 
Y +24 5 Hollan 
5 Flirabeb & vfth the 
3 r King. 
Ma Laid up at 
| | Breda * ort- — 
. ne AER. J month, 
80 that Seventeen Engliſh Ships (be- 
ſides Dutch) were taken from the 
Number firſt appointed for the Bo- 
dy of the Fleet; all which were 
| of the Line of Battel. 8 


/ 


e Sir George Rook: , | 53 
Sir George Rook was, ſoon after his. 1696. 


return from Cadix, appointed ad 


miral and Commander in chief of 
the Fleet, and was directed to pro- Si Georg 
ceed therewith, and lie in ſuch a- red 79 


Station as he ſhould judge moſt 1725 lie ſo as to 


r, for preventing the Squadron Nevent he 
"oat rom Thoulon, and their pe 
Convoys, getting into any Port of % 
France, and according to Intelligence. 
of their Proceediugs, to remove to 
proper Stations, for the effectual 
performance of that Service; and 
upon meeting them, ot his being 
informed that they were got into 
any Port where they might be at- 
tacked, he was to endeavour to de- 
firoy them: But if he received 
certain Ad vice they were got into 
Breſt, he was then to come with the 
Fleet to Torbay, and remain there 
t. ll farther Order. Theſe were the 
Contents of his hard Inſtructions; 
he was under not a little uncalineſs | 
how to comply therewith, by reaſon- 
of the great want- of Men. and the 
ſmall Strength of the Fleet, and 
therefore he called another Council 
of, War, where it was nevertheleſs 
reſolved, to proceed Weſt Fiftcen 
Leagues from Iſpant, and that, in 
their Paſſage, ſome ſmall Frigats and 
Brigantines ſhould be ſent for In- 

. 1 telli- 


ting to Breſt p 


1 


54 
1696. 


cover whether the Thoulon Squadron 
was got into Breſt : But the Council 


leſs Strength than the Thoxlon 9 75 


dron, and that of Monſieur 


ö VOYS. 3 


Sir George 


receives Ad. 


vice of the 


French. 


N 
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telligence, and particularly to dil. 


of War thought it convenient to re. 
preſent, That ſince the Fleet was 
reduced to Thirty-ſeven Englih 
Ships, and Twenty Dutch, of the 
Line of Battel, they would be of 


flo 
mond's, if join'd. - However, a 
ſtrengthen them all that poſſibly 
could be, he was ordered to take 
with him Three Third-Rates, One 
Fourth, and Three of the Fireſhips, 
that were appointed for Foreign Con- 


The Fleet was off of Dartmouth 
on the $th of May, and there the 
Oxford join'd them, whoſe Cantain 
was in the Morning informed by 
the Mafter of a Portugueſe Ship 
bound to Rotterdam, that the 2d 
Inſtant, in the Latitude of Fourty- 
tive Degrees, Cape F my then bear- 
ing South, - diſtant about Fourty 
Lezgues, he met with a Fleet of 
French Men of War, being in all 
Fourty Sail, and Thirty-four of 
them from Fifty to Eighty Guns, 
as nigh as he could judge ; that they 
were then ſteering away N, N. E, 
with the Wind at W. N. W, and 

bs | ae that 
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hat Four of them were Flag-- 1596. 
ips, vis, the Vice and Rear- Ad- 
jrals of the White, and Vice and 
Rear-Admirals of the Blue. The 
brave Admiral laboured under ano- 
her great Inconveniency at this- 
ime, for he was in great want of 
Cruizing Frigats to- gain Intelligence- 
of the Enemy, inſomuch that the 
French Scouts and Privateers came 
in and made their Obfervations- 
without oppoſition ; and by rea- 
ſon of ſmall Gales Southerly, our 
Fleet was kept on the Coaſt of 
land till the 12th. 1 
he Night before, the Lyme join d The Lime 
him, which Ship he had left to , 
ctuize about the Streights, and her 4a | 
Captain received Advice the 2d of Hes com. 
a from the Englih Conſul at in thro the 
alaga, that the French Fleet were Sqcights- 
ſeen off of Almaria Bay the 28th of 
the preceding Month. On the oth” 
of April the ſaid Captain was further 
informed that the Freneb were ply ing 
Weſtward off of Cape de Gat, and 
that Eight of their beſt Sailors were 
got as low as Maderilli. Three Days 
after,. by the 9 445 a ſtrong Levant, 
he got through the Streighte; and lay 
off of Cape Spartell to obſerve their 
Motion, and at Four in the After- 
noon he met Four Sail coming 
DA down 


—— — —_—_ 
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1696. down the Barbary Shore, and they 
chaſing him, forced him the next 
8 the Bay of Cadiz, where 
he had Advice the 16th, by Expreſs 
from Gibraltar, that the French Fleet 
was at Anchor off that Place. The 
_ 21ſt he ply d up to his Station off of 
CUP Spartell, and ſaw near Fifty 
Sail coming down under the Land, 
- before the Wind; but Five of them 
| giving him chaſe, he did not ſee the 
Body of the Fleet again till the next 
| Morning about Ten, and then they 
were between the Bay of Lagos and 
Cape St. Vincent, going away large 
with a preſt Sail, the Wind at 
Sir George On the 14th of May, in the Mor- 
| off of ning, ouy Fleet came on the Coaſt 
| Uſnant. of Vſpant, and then a Squadron of 
1 - Ships, and ſmall Veſſels, was by the 
0 Admiral detached under Command 
| of Captain Beaumont, and ſent in for 
Intelligence, between Vſhant and the 
Main. Without any Reſiſtance he 
ſtood fair into Camaret and Bertram- 
Bays, and ſaw as much in Broad 
Sound as twas poſſible todo with- 
| out paſſing their Forts; there he 
x diſcover'd Twenty-two Sail, Seven- 
| teen or Eighteen of which he judg- 
I ed were Ships of the Line of Battel, 
Al and Eight or Nine of them of Three 
1 77 2 Decks, 
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Decks, with Four Flags, viz. Ad- 1696. 
miral, Vice and Rear-Admiral f 
the White and Blue, and Rear-Ad- | 
miral of the White, which, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of the Pi- 
lots, were all the Ships of Force 
they had there: But by the Captain 
of a French Man of War called the 
Foudriant, taken by Captain Norris 
the 16th of that Month, he was in · 
formed that the Thoulon Fleet got ' 
into Breſt the 15, Old Stile, and = 8 
that they were Fourty-ſeven Ships e of h 
of the Line, but that Four others Ships being 
were obliged to Thoulon, by reaſon got into 
of the Damage they received before Bret. 
they pages the Streights, This 
Prize: had not heen at Rea before, 
but was now going out to join Mon- 
ſieur Chaſtean Renault's Squadron, 
one of which he took Captain 
Norris's Ship to be, their Station 
being, as he ſaid, about S. W, and 
by W, Fourty-eight Leagues from 
Scilly, and in Number Two Three- 

Deck'd Ships, Two of Szventy 
Guns, Two of Sixty, and Two of 
about Thirty; but by the Account 
given by. Captain Fitz-Patrick,--it 
was judged this Squadron was {een 


by him going into Breſt, ſome where- © 


of he: had certainly engaged with, 
had they not retired upon diſco» 
e vering 
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1696. vering other Ships advancing to- 
Upon the firſt Account given by 
Captain Beaumont, the Admiral 
called a Council of War of all the 
Flag- Officers, wherein it was re- 
ſolved ſince it appeared uncertain 
whether or no the Thowlon Fleet 
was got into Breſt, to continue in 
the appointed Rendezyous, fo long 
as the Winds hung RN: in ex- 
pectation of the ſeveral Ships or- 
dered to reinforce the Fleet, and, in 
the mean time, to endeavour to gain 
further 7 by taking Peo- 
ple from the Shore, and by ſending 
a ſmall] Frigat, and an Advice-Boat, 
„ to Bell Iſie, to diſcover whether any 
4 of the Freneh Fleet was there. But 
upon the aforemention'd Account, 

received afterwards from Captain 
Fitz-Patrick, and what was reported 

| 4 * that were taken from the 

Shore, it was judged there was no 

5 room to doubt of the Thowlon 
—J Fleet, and Monſieur Neſmond's Squa- 
drons being in Breſt ; ſo that the 
Flag-Officers were called together 

again the 18th, and they reſolved 

to lie as near the Rendezyous - as 

*rwas poſſible, ſo long as the Winds 

ſhould be Northerly, or Eaſterly ; 

but upon the firſt ſhift Southerly, 


\ 
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or Weſterly, to repair to Torbap, as 1696, 


the Lords of the Admiralty had w W>- 


directed the Admiral, by their 
Orders of the 29th of the laſt 
e 
The next Day Vice-Admiral 
Evertſen, with Twelve Dutch Men 
of War joined the Fleet, together 
with an Engliſß Fourth-Rate, the 
Sunderland, and the Fortune Fireſhip, 
and in the Afternoon Vice-Admiral 
Aylmer did the. like in the Elixa- 
bith, with the Newark, and Mary, 
and hetween Thirty and Forty Sail 
more, among which were the 
Bomb-Veſſels and Tenders: But, 
according to what was determi- 
ned, the Fleet came to Torbay the 
23d, ſeveral Cruizers being ſta- 
tion d between Ußhant and the Ifle 
of Baſſe, the Start and UVſhant, and 
off of the Lizard: And at this time 
the whole Fleet was 115 Ships and 
Veſſels, Sixty-ſeven of them Engliþþ, - 
and Fourty-eight Dutch, whereof 
Eighty-five were of the Line of 
| Battel, of which Fourty-nine were 
Exgliſh, viz... Six Firſt-Rates, Eight 
Second, Twenty-eight Thirds, and 
Seven Fourths; and Thirty-ſix 
Datch, Eight of which carried 
Ninety Guns, Fourteen between - 
Seventy. and Seventy-four, 11 5 * 
e | ixty--- 


— 


r De 


Sir George: | 
comes o 
Torbay, w * f 


| 
| 
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- . 1696. Sixty-four, and Three Fifty, but ſe- 
V vyeral of the Ships were very fickly, 

; eſpecially thoſe that came from the 
Streights, inſomuch that there want- 
ed Fall 4000 Men in the - Engliſh 
Ships; nor was there any great pro- 
ſpect of their ſudden Recovery, tince 
the little Villages thereabouts were 
not capable to receive many. But 
had every Thing been well, it was 
impoſſible for the Admiral to re- 
treive the Opportunity, and to do 
any more than he did againſt the 
Enemy; fo that I believe he was 
right glad to receive Orders on the 
29th of May to return to his Duty 
at the Admiralty-board , and to 
Rook...” leave the Command of the Fleet 
dered in his to the Lord Berkley, who was ap- 
Duty at che Pointed Admiral ; but before he 
Admiral;)- ame on Shore, he had Ad vice from 
Bard. Commiſſioner St. Lo at Plimonth, 
that One of our Ad vice- boats, the 
Mercury, had counted, a little above 
Camaret- Bay, Seventy Sail of French 
Men of War, all ready to ſail, with 
Four Flags flying, Three whereof 
were Blue, and One White, and in 
the Bay it ſelf Five ſmall Ships 
more; which Account he commu- 
nicated to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, and being come to Town, he 
made the following Propoſal 8 

| 5 | u 
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Duke of Shrewsbzey, Principal Secre- 1696. 
ary of State; hat the Body of waa 
the Fleet ſhould lie in Camaret and 4 Prog 
v Bertram 1 5 and a Petachment fer rg 3 
be made to ſuſtain the ſmall Frigats ne g „, 

* and Bomb: Veſſels, while they went Cimuet. 
ein to do what Miſchief they ufd. er. 

It was his Opinion, That thus 
blocking up the Enemy's Fleet in 

their principal Port, inſulting their 
5 Coaſts, and burning their Towns 
* at the ſame time, would expoſe 
them to the World, make them 
very uneaſte at Home, and give Re- 

putation to his Majeſtys Arms: 

And he believed it might be done, 
it ſpeedily undertaken, - with the | 
Aſſiſtance of ſome ſmall Frigats, © 

* which were much wanted. — 
This Propoſal, tho fo very ratio- 
al, and at firſt agreed on to be pur- 
ued, came to nothing, and our Bom- 
pardment of St. Martins in the Iſle 
of Rhee and of Ollone ſcarce counter- 
vailing the Charge, this Practice was 
quite laid aſide the following Tear, 
in which Sir George was again conſti- 
tuted Admiral and Commander in 167 ² 
Chief of his Majeſty's Fleet; but te 
Negotiations of a General Peace at 
Reſwick being now on foot, and the 


fame brought to Rerfection in Septem- 
ber, our Naval Attempts began I. 
2 000 
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r697+ cool, and nothing of Moment wx 
' Www ordered to be attempted. againf} the 
Enemy this Seaſon; and when the 
18 Peace was actually concluded, our 
3 Sea as well as Land Commanders be. 
Member of pan to enjoy Eaſe and Quietneſs, the 
Parliament happy Fruits thereof. 
fir Port- His Majeſty having diſſolved the 
mouth. Parliament on the 7th. of July, and 
1698, a Proclamation being ifſued out on 
the 13th. to call another, Sir George 
Rook was choſen a Member for Portj- 
wouth, in which Truſt none duri if 
offer to lay that he did not diſcharge 
himſelf with - utmoſt Application 
1699, and Fidelity. The Year 1699 being 
a Year of Peace all Earope over, that 
2700. of 1700 gave Sir George a freſh Op- 
portunity to ſignalize his Conduct in 
the Baltick: For a ſtrong 2 f 
having been formed by the Czar of 
17 5 King of Denniark and King 
of Poland, againk the young King of iſ 
Sweden, and his Brother-in-Law the 
Duke of Holftein, and the Dane ha- 
ving actually invaded that Dutchy, 
the King of Exgland and States-Ge- 
neral not only interpoſed their good 
Offices for mediating an Accommo- 
dation, but fitted out Squadrons of 
Men of War, in order to - fail into 
the Sound,. the mpre effeQually to 
forward the ſame: las © > | 

| aje- 


F Sir George Rook. 
ajeſty thought no Body fo fit for 
his ke of Admiral and a ſort of 
[enipotentiary as Sir George Rook, of 
whoſe Abilities and 8 he had 
ad fo long Experience: Sir Geor 

before the End of May arrived wit 
he Squadron under his- Command 


g 
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Deputies about this grand Affair; he 
ent aboard again -in a few Days, 
and bein Jon: by the Dutch Squa- 
dron under the Command of Lieute- 
ant-Admiral Allemond, they were 
detained for ſeveral Days on the Dutch 
caſts by contrary Winds; however. 
hey made a ſhift before the End o 
June to arrive at Gottenburg, and on 
the 8th of July entred the Sound 


| 3 a 


I700, 


% 


fore the Maer, and went himſelf 57” George 
othe Hague to confer with the States Jens into the . 


Sound. 


Admiral ſaluted the Caſtle of Cronen- 


burg with Three Guns, and a like 
Number was return d, the Datch 
Admiral gave Nine, and the Caſtle 
fired Three in return. The whole 
Fleet conſiſted of Thirty Men of 


| 
| without any Oppoſition. The Eugliſß 


War, beſides Fire-ſhips, Bomb-Veſ- 


ſels, and Tenders; the Swediſh Fleet 
J having in like manner put to Sea, 


© when they came to an Anchor near 
Jone another on the 15th near Land- 
1 /cr007, beyond the Ile of Pere, (upon 
E which the Daniſh Fleet retired _ 

tne 
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T700- the Guns of the Citadel of Copenhz. 

gen) Its very remarkable, that tho 

the Engliſh and Duich Squadrons came 

to aſſiſt and ſave the Swedes from Ru- 

in, that the latter took no notice of 

them that Evening all the next Day, 

and part of the Morning of the 17th; 

wen the Eagle Admiral, having 
woiſely weighed Matters, and purſuin 
is Orders forPrecedency,command 

a Signal to be made by a ſmall.Dutch 

Frigate, (as if ſhe were a neutril 

Ship) for all Flags to come on Board, 

where he repreſented the Caſe ſo effe. 

ctually to the Swedes, who expected 

to have the Chief Command, that 

upon his return to his Ship again, 

and the Signal given, the whole Fleet 

of Engliſh, Datch and Swedes readily 

33 * e en 

Capenbagen, which they pretended to 

bombard a little, without ſcarce any 

Damage done: Tho' I have been aſſu- 

red by ſome intelligent Perſons there 

reſent they could have laid the City 

W - in Aſhes, Put the Admiral's Inſtru- 

W. * ctions and Defign tended only to 

' Peace, which being ſoon after hap- 

pily concluded at Travendall, Sir 

George returned Home about the mid- 

dle of September with the general Ap- 

Parte of the People, for the great 

rudence and Conduct he had ſhewn 


in 


of Sir George Rook. 
ſo nice arid tickliſh a Conjuncture. 
jn the Spring of the Year 1701 his 
zjeſty was pleaſed to conſtitute Sir 


george Rook to be Admiral and Com- 
ander in Chief, but the War againſt 


f Europe till next Year, there was 
0 Naval Enterprize yet undertaken 


fame II. dying at St. Germains, and 
he French owning his pretended Son 
or King of ee chafed the Peo- 
dle of England to a high degree, and 
is Majelty in this Juncture of Affairs 
hinking fit to call a new Parliament, 
dir George Rook was again elected for 


. 
| 
| 
| 
, 
| 


rance not breaking out on this fide 


him: In the mean time King 


Wy ortſmo#th; and the Day of meeting, ·[Ä⁊ÄV2ꝛ—ꝛ 
ich was the goth. of December, be- Iember for 
Ing come, the Commons were dire- Port. 
ed to go and chuſe their Speaker; mouth. 
he Court were for Sir Thomas Lit- 


leton Tooth and Nail, and the King 


imſelf, with all juſt Deference to 


is Memory, intereſted himſelf. in 
hat Election ſo openly and to ſuch a 
Jegree, that ſome of his beſt Friends 
lid not think well of it. The qppo- 


omes on Sir George his grand Crime 
ind it was ſuch a Sin in the Eyes © 


Gentleman, 


ite Party were entirely for Mr. Ro- 
bert wants 4, being Speaker: Now 
; 


ome People, as the Scripture declares © 
hall never be forgiven ; The Brave 
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17101. Gentleman, having always the Good 
ef his Countiy at Heart, and by rea- 
; ſon of his long Experience in Mari- 
time Affairs being the more willing 
and capable to deliver his Mind upon 
this Occaſion , gave his Opinion 
againſt Sir Thomas his being put into 
Sir George the Chair, not out of any Diſreſpe& 
. to the Gentleman, whom he knew to 
being 3 be very capable of the great Truſt: 
but upon account of his being Trex 
' ſurer of the Navy, which Office re- 
| quired the utmoſt Application and 
=—_ Attendance in the War that was like 
to enſue, wherein in all Probability 
he himſelf was to act a main part, 
as indeed it afterwards came tif 
paſs; but King William III. dying 
on the $th of March, and her preſent 
Majeſty happily ſucceeding to the 
Crown, Things took another turn, 
and the Clamours which had been 
begun to be raiſed againſt Sir Georg 
for the preſent ceaſed, and Her Ma 
jeſty being moſt ſenſible of his great 

Services and true Merit, was pleaſed 
to confer (beſides the Command of 
the Fleet) an additicnal Honour ani 
Sir George Truſt upon him, by appointing him 
made Vict- yice- Admiral, and Lieutenant of the 
3 Y Admiralty of England, and Lieute 
- nant of the Fleets and Seas of this 
Kingdom. He rode at that time al 


the 
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he Buoy of the Nore, with Orders 1702. 
rom the Lord High- Admiral to (et 
bail upon the firſt fair Wind, with 
he great Ships to Spithead, which 
as to be the Rendezvous of the 
onfederate Fleet. 
| And now the War being declared, 
nd the Expedition to Cadiz fully 
eſolved on to be purſued, the Land 
orces were . Commanded by the 
Hauke of Ormond, and on the 3oth of 
{Way Sir George Rook, Admiral of the 
leet, on Board the Royal Sovereign, 
aving the Union-Flag on the Main- 
WW op-Maſt, came to Spit head, toge- 
er with Sir Cloudeſiy Shovel aboard 
he Queen, and the great Ships that 
wy at the Nore: At the ſame time 
car-Admiral Fairborn arrived there 
om Jreland with a Squadron of 
en of War, having on Board Four 
egiments of Foot, that were to 
ale part of the Land Forces. On 
ed firſt of June the Duke of Ormond, 
eir General, accompanied by Ad- 
iral Churchill and Sir Henry Bellafis, 
rived at Portſmouth, where his Roy- 
Highneſs Prince George of Denmark 
me the next Day, and on the Third 
the ſame Month review'd the For- 
s that lay encamp d in the Iſle of 
e 
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A Confederate Fleet, having on Boat 


On the roth of June the Grand 


© near 8oo0 Land-Men, lich and 
Dutch, weigh'd from Spit head, an 
came to am Anchor at St. Hellens, in 
order to fail with the next fair Wind, 
On the 22d of June Rear-Ad mini 
Fairborn and Rear-Admiral Graydy 
were detach'd from thence with 30 
Ships Engliſh and Dutch upon a ſecret 
Expedition; and the Fleet havin 
lain Wind-bound at Spithead till th 
firſt of July, and there being then: 
fmall Breeze at N. E. Sir George Ray 
made a Signal to unmoor, and a 
Seven in the Evening he hal'd hom 
his Main-Top-Sail Sheets, and fire 
a Gun for the Fleet to weigh. They 
had nothing extraordinary till- the 
5th, when Five Sail came out of P, 
month and joyn'd the Fleet, havin? 
on Board them Colonel Seymour, 
Regiment, and Five Companies 
Colonel Villers, which were to joy! 
the Fuſileers. On the 7th, the Wind 
oY contrary, the Admiral mad: 
His Signal to bear away for Torbay 
where on the 12th the Wind veerin? 
to: the E. N. E. the whole Flee 
weigh'd in order to proceed on theit 
Woyage, but could not. On the 2 2c 
the whole Fleet weigh'd again, ani 
en the. 29th they were in the 1 
RS tud 
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ade of 44 D. 20 M. The next Day, 1702. 
bout Six in the Morning, they had WAS 
he Iſle of Sezaroe E. N. and Cape. 
orunma S. of them, and at Eighty 
ape Finiſter in Galicia, and the laſt 
ay of July the Lime Frigat was ſent 
o the Groyne in queſt of Admiral 
airborn. On the zd of Auguſt the 
ame Frigat returnd with- Advice 
o the Admiral, that neither Sir Sta, 
ord Fairborne nor any of the French 
leet were in the Greyne, whereupon 
dir George hoiſted the Standard, and 
ade a Signal for all the Flag and 
and General Officers to come on 
Board him, In this Conſultation the 
Dutch, being 1 that by 
his time the French Thoulon Squa- 
ron might have come int o the Oce- 
in, were for continuing in this Sta- 
ion till Admiral Fairborne had join'd 
hem; but in Concluſion they agreed 
o the Opinion of the Engliſh, which 
vas to bear away towards Lis bon, in 
Wrder to meet him. The Six Pilots 
Who were taken on board the Fleet 
t Falmouth were at the ſame time 
ent for on board the Flag, and on 
ore they obſerv'd a great Smoke 


Wn the Mountains, which they judg d 
o be the Spaniard Signal to al arm 
he Country at the Approach of the 
onfederate Fleet on their Coaſt. 

* About 
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_ into the Fleet from Admiral Farrbor 


Lisbon. On the Ninth the ſaid Frigats 


received all the Intelligence theycould 
from Mr. Methuen, the Queen's En 
oy at Lisbon, and the Prince of Heſſe 
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About One in the Afternoon the 
bore away, and about Two the PI 
mouth came into the Fleet with Ad 
vice, that he ſuppcs'd Admiral Far 
born with his Squadron to be S. w 
about Nine Leagues from then 
and that Captain Norris in the Orford 
had taken Three French Prizes, ani 
the Dutch Two. On the 7th in the 
Morning the Admiral made his Sig 
nal for all the Cruizers to come i 
and ſent the Lime Frigat in order ti 

et Intelligence. The next Day at 
dix in the Morning the Orford cam 


as did that Admiral himſelf wit 
his Squadron about Noon, after ha 
ving been reduc'd to great Streighti 
for want of Proviſions; ſoon after 
the whole Fleet made the Rock ol 
Lisbon, it being very high Land, 2 
which time Sir George Rook ſent awa 
the Kent and Pembroke Frigats toward; 


return'd from Caſcaes, and that Eve 
ning they obſerv'd that the Portugueꝛi 
had ſet Beacons on fire to alarm thein 
Country, being under Apprehenſiong: 
from the Confederate Fleet. 

The Admiral and General having 
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out the State of Cadiz, and other 1202. 
Matters. A Council of War, of Land 
and Sca- Officers, was call'd on the 
Iich; that Night a Detachment of 
Grenadiers were put on board Two 
xr Three Frigates, to be ſet on Shore 
near Rota, on a Diſcovery. Next 
Day in the Morning the Cruizers 
brought into the Fleet Three Tartans 
which they had taken; and the 
Iſabella Yacht return'd from Lisbon, 9 
with Ad vice, that there were in that 9 
Harbour Four French Men of War, 4 
and Four Gallies, who ask'd the : 
WGovernour leave to fink Her Maje- 1 
Wiy's Ships, the Adventure and Laſtaff, * 
but were anſwer'd, That as the _— 
MEnglith were not their Enemies, they 
Mere oblig'd to protect them, being 
under their Cannon: And that at 
the Approach of the Fleet, they 
fired Two Guns from each Fort, 

to give notice to the Coaſt. The 
ame Morning Sir George made his 
eASignal to draw up in a Line of Bat- | 
le; after which he fteer'd away for ; 
il Cadiz, which by Noon he bad E. + 
Half N. about Six Leagues diſtant. 

About Five in the Afternoon the | 
na. Fleet Anchored in the Bay of Bulls, Sir George 
id about Two Leagues from Cadiz ; arrives at 

Naa bearing N. by E. and Cadiz Cadiz. 

it E, N. E. | * : | . No] 4 
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13502. Now the Duke of Ormond on the 
WYVYN 13th>having ſent Sir Thomas Smith, 
Quarter-Matier-General, with Colo. 
nel Carles chief of the Engineer, 
Monſieur Vibault an Engineer, and 
Lieutenant Cows of the Rane lagl, 
to view the back fide of the Iſland 
of Leon, to ſound the Shore, and 
find cut the moſt convenient Place 
to make a Deſcent, between the 
Iſland of St. Pedro, and the Town 
of Cadiz, and upon his return Sir 
Thomas giving his Grace an Account, 
That there was One large and Im 
little Bays, very proper to make a De- 
ſcent ; a Council of War of Gene- 
ral Sea and Land Officers was held 
in the Morning on Board the Admi- 
ral, wherein his Grace the Duke of 
Ormond was of Opinion, to land 
immediately, in the Iſland of Len 
/| the better to take Advantage of thei 
* Fright and Diſorder, into which th: 
Y ſudden Arrival of the Confederate 
= - Fleet had caſt the City of Cudiz; 
18 * But upon a Reconſideration of Sil 
| George Kook's Inſtructions; the Adi 
=_ - * vices and Intelligences they had 
% from Mr. Methwen, and the Prince 
—_  ©*©off Heſſe d' Armſtadt, and the con 
. op * curring Information they had rc 
1X —___ ® cejv'd from ſeveral Fiſhermen ta 
* ken on the Coaſt, from which i 
'1 might be reaſonable to conch 
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the Enemy had about 4000 diſ- 1702. 
& ciplin'd Troops in the Town of. 
“ Cadiz, beſides Burghers, and 1000 © 
& Horſe of old Troops, beſides the 
* 14litia, for the Guard of the 
« Coaſt; and in regard the Fleet 
* could give no other Aſliſtance to 
„the Diſ-embarkment, than cover- 
„ ing their Forces in their Landin 
and Bombarding the Town ; an 
(the Impoſſibility of ſupplying the 
« Forces from the Fleet in blowing- 
MW Weather, it was judg'd impracti- 
cable to attempt the Iſland of Ca- 
dix, immediately, in theſe Cir- 
* cumſtances: But in Conſidera- 
* tion, the taking the Fort St. Cata- 
rina, and Port Sta, Maria, might 
facilitate the Acceſs of the Fleet 
into the Harbour, and annoying 
* the Town with our Bombs; get- 
ting of better Intelligence of their 
Condition, and for ſupplying the 
Fleet with Water, which they 
began to be in want of; and try- 
* ing the Aﬀections and Inclinations 
* of the People of the Country to 
* the Houſe of Auſtria, it was re- 
ſolved to Land the Forces in the 
* Bay. of Bulls, in order to reduce 
the aforeſaid Fort and Town, and 
upon the 'Succeſs of this Attempt 
* 1t-might be confider'd what was 
—— E _ farther 
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1702. 


King of the Houſe of Auſiria. 


. Rook made a Signal for a Generl 


Army Land 
at Ro. a. 


wards on Shore, we ſhall not meddiſ 
with them: But obſerve that whit 


Port St. Mary's, a Council of W. 


The Liſe and Glorious Aﬀions 


* farther to be done, in Proſecution 
* of Her Majeſty'sInſtruftions, and. 
that his Grace the Duke of 7 
* ſhould ſend a Summons to the 
* Town to ſubmit to their lawfil 


The ſame Day in the Afternoon 
a Boat was ſent to Cadiz from the 
Admiral with a Flag of Truce, an 
ſome Declarations, At Five the 
Fleet weigh'd and came to an An. 
chor in Ten Fathom Water, Run 
bearing N. by E. and St. Sebaſtia 
S. E. S. about Three Miles of 
Shore. That Evening Sir Georg 


Council of War; and on the 17 
the Forces began to Land, purſuanii 
to their Inſtructions, which bein 
principally the Work of the Lan 
Officers, and what they did after 


the Land Forces were marching ti 


of Flag-Ofhcers was held on Boar 
the Liberty, wherein upon a farth 
Conſideration how the Bombard 
ment of Cadiz, purſuant to the la 
Reſolution of . the Counceb of Flag 
Ofhcers of the 15th of that Mont! 
might be moſt effectually put in Ex 
cution, it was agreed and "—_—_ 


of Sir George Rock. 


M* ſhould then prove Eaſterly, to 
prevent the ſaid Squadron's getting 
into the Bay, it was reſolv'd to 
* Bambard the Town, on that 
* fide of it between the Portu- 
giexe and St. Sebaſtian. It was alſo 
agreed, that if the Duke of Or- 
* mond ſhould think it better for the 
Service, to forbear Bombarding 
Cadiz, till the Army was march'd 


ſhould be obſerved accordingly. 

St, Catherine's Fort being ſurren- 
ed Auguſt the 22d, I wiſh there 
2s a Vail drawn over the Plunder- 
g of Port St. Marie by the Soldiery : 
e General was now for Landing in 
e Iſland of Cadiz, but the Admi- 
and his Sea Officers juſtly alledg- 
g that the Fleet wanted Water, 
t upon Conſideration, that pur- 
ant to tlie laſt Council of Ge- 
ral Officers of the 13th inſtant, 
rt Sta. Catalina, and Fort Sta. 


| iſſage to the Fleet's going to the 


on Port Royal fide, that the fame © 


{aria were reduced, which gave a 


E 2 Bay 


+ That a Squadron of Ten Engliſh 1702. 
and Six Duteh Ships of War, _ — 
the ſmall Frigats, Fire-ſhips and Aral 
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AR Bay of Cadiz, and an Opportunity 


| 
; | 
i 


Sir George he had commanded him ( A 
bis Opinim ©* miral Hopſon ) to give his Graf 
about the - ** his Opinion, that the Taking 
Taking of Matagorda Fort would not at 
Maagorda “ facilitate their Entrance into t 


VV of watering in the Bay of Bulls 
with more caſe and ſecurity ; as alfy 
what was farther to be done to- 
wards the reducing of 'the Town 
of Cadiz, it was reſolved, that 
the Army could take the Matagordy 
that then a Frigat or TWO ſhould h 
ſent in to paſs the Pantals; and if 
they found that Channel clear, that 
more Ships ſhould be order'd in tg 
deſtroy the French Ships and Gallic 
Upon theſe Reſolutions the Rear- 
Admirals Fairborn, Waſſenaer, and 
Graydon, were order'd by Sir Georg 
to ſee if it was practicable « 
tranſport the Troops from the 
ver of Port St. Marys, to the Ned 
of the Land that goes to the Mat 
gorda, the Attacking of which Fo 
proved of much greater Difficuli 
.than was at firſt imagined, and th 
Admiral plainly diſcerning if thi 
could have been carried, it wou 
not ſignify much, therefore | 
ordered Admiral wy te to write! 
the Duke; That having receive 
** a Letter from Sir Stafford Fairbin 


ot Punta 


3 


of Sir-Geotge Rook: 
Puntals. with their Ships, in regard 


a conſiderable time to work away 
* the ſunken Ships, and other Im- 
 pediments the Enemy had laid to 
% it, Neither would it, inkis Opi- 
nion, contribute any Thing to the 
* main Service of reducing the 
Town: Which nothing, he 
thought, could bring about, but 
* the Landing a conſiderable part of 
the Forces in the Ifland; to keep 
choſe inthe Town, who with the 
MW Fright of a Bombardment would 
* deſert it, whoſe Clamours, join'd. 
*with the Power of thoſe who 
might be affected to the Confede- 
rates Cauſe, might poſſibly oblige 
the Government to a Capitula- 
tion; tho” if the Treatment their 
Friends and their Effects had met 
* with at Port St. aries, contrary 
to his Grace's Declaration, and all 
Faith and Juſtice, had reach'd their 
Ears, his Grace muſt expect they 
would all join as one Man, and 
* oppoſe. all Attempts that ſhould 
be made. upon them by his Grace 
* Or the Fleet. =o 
In Anſwer to this Letter, the 
Duke of Ormand writ to Sir 
Jeorge Rook, that his Opinion was, 
bat the reſt of the Army ſhould march 
| 0 


they muſt haye both ſides clear, and 
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Se en Oe won 


Admiral 
calls a 
Counci 


Flag Off. 
cers, 


ately called a Council of War of the 


St. Pedro, as many Long-boats as wauld 


Duke of Ormond ſhould de fire, ſi 


ſaid Boats ; and that each Boat ſhould 
carry Ten deal Boards and a Carpenter, 


1 845 and found them breaking 
I 


4 Council of 
* Officers held at Sta. Victoria, it was 
= Propoſal to agreed, that the following Propo- 
= #hcAdmiral ſal ſhould be ſent to the Admiral, 


Port Real, and, upon trying to paſs in- 
7925 2 t 


| 93 The Life and Glorious Aion: 
1702. fo endeavonr to poſſeſs themſelves 
99 Matagorda, ps, from 1 to 8. f. 


F 
dro, where his Grace defign'd, if Sir Wh 
George could furniſh him with Boats 
fo make a Bridge over into the Iand 
of Cadiz, and withal Furniſh then 
with neceſſary Proviſion there, 

The Admiral thereupon immedi. 


Flag-Oihcers, wherein it wasreſolv'd, 
That they ſhould ſend v0 the River at 


compleat a Bridge for tranſporting the 
Army, with ſuch a quantity of Provi- 
frons for the Army, as his Grace the 


ſoon as the Army ſhould be at that 
Place to ſupport and make wſe of the 


30 make them uſeful for that purpoſe, 
The ſame Day the Duke of Ormond 
went to view the Forces under Baron 


round within half a Mile from the 
Matagorda Fort, | 


On the 1ſt of September, at 4 
Council of War of General Land- 


That in caſe the Army ſhould come to 


. — 
of Sir George Rook. 
t 


Hitt; and St, Pedro; ould find 
hat impract icable, and that the Army 


f 


lebark d, on Board the Fleet, whether 


ak: to carry them thither ? 


ers was immediately call'd aboard #** Prop 


e Royal Soveraign, whoſe Opinion 
a8, That if the Winds came out, as 
night be erpected from the a proae bing ; 
Seaſon of the Tear, on the Sun paſſing. 
be Equator, . that neither the Horſe 
jor Artillery could be embark'd from 


aries, without the greateſt Hazard 
md Difficulties, But they judg*d by 
he Conveniency of the Mold at Rota, 
hat that Place might be the ſafeſt and 
ropereſt for embarking the ſaid Horſe. 
and Artillery. And they yo julg d. 
an Undertaking of this kin 

gn from the Buſineſs of any Admi- 
al, doubting that when ever bad Nea 
her happen d, they would have more 


the Iſland, between the Bridge f 


ould be ohlig'd to come to the Mouth 
the River Xeres, where Baron Sparr 


ny one of the Admirals would ander- 


be Mouth of the River Xeres un Port St. 


than ſufficicnt Employment to perform 
their one in e their 77 9 
guad ron and Diviſions ; tho if the 
Weather was fair when the Embark-- 
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This Propoſal being delivered next The Ha- 
day. by. Brigadier Seymour to Sir Officers 0- - | 
\W7corge Rook, a Counc Jof Flag-Qth- Pinion al 


4 


to be o- 


—— — Inn 9 — r 


80 The Life and Glorious Aion 
1693. ment was made, there ſhould he ; 
> Flag-Officer and Captain order'd to ad. 

: of and aſſiſt in that Service. 

The Admiral on the 4th ſent 
the following Copy of the Council 
of War of Flag-Officers, held on 
board the Royal Sovereign, to the 

"A Council. Upon Conhderation that a con- 

of War of ſiderable Part of the Army is 
Hlag- Off- employed in reducing the Mata- 

cers, propoſe ** gorda, which we conceive will 
to Bombard o not at all facilitate the Paſſage of 

Cad. „ of our Ships into the Puntals, and 

contribute as little to the main 
_ © Defign of Reducing Cadiz, it is 
** refolv*d, that the Flag-Officers in 
the Bay, upon the Obſervations 
* they have or can make of the 
placing the funken Ships, the Fo- 
ſition of the Booms, and other 
* Difficulties, by which the Gallies 
*© when they paſs and repals, are 
* forcd to make ſeveral Traverſes: 
* and that they do call to their 
+ Affftance, the ſeveral Captains 
and ſuch other Officers as they 
„ (hall think fit, and give their 
Opinions whether it be feaſible 
5 or practicable to force their Paſſage 

L into the Puntals after the Mata- 
* gorda is reduc'd ; and upon Con- 
* fideratton that if the Out-winds 
| ; ** ſhould 


» 
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of Sir George Rook. 89 
& ſhould fet in, it would bring ſuch 1702. 
„ Swell of the Sea, that the Mo- 4 | 
„tion of the Sea will render the 3 
6 Bombardment of Cadis ineffectu- 9 
al, it is reſolv'd that we take the | 
* Opportunity of the firſt fair Night 
and ſmooth Water to bombard 
„the Town, and fo on ſucceſſively, 
till it be Pg that this Service is 
* effectually done. 
Upon the repeated Complaints 
&* of ſeveral of the Captains of the 
Fleet, that the ſubaltern Officers 
* and Ship's Companies began to 
eto grow very fickly by their 
* conſtant Employment and Fatigues 
* in. digging, and other ſlaviſh Szr- 
* vices, very unuſuall for Sea-men, 9 
* who do think it indiſpenſably our _ 
„Duty, in the firſt place to take care A 
* of the Fleet, in the keeping the 
ships in ſuch a Condition, that 
* they may be capable of Service in 
te caſe of meeting an Enemy, and 
* ſecuring them in bad Weather, 
„and therefore tis reſolvd that all 
* Sez-men. be calFd and requir'd to 
* their Duties aboard, and that 
„our Boats be firſt employ'd in wa- 
* tering the Fleet, after which, if 
ce the Health of the Men will dif- 
pence with any -Detachment fro 
our Ships, we ſhall very read 
; 2 5 Ofler 
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1702 offer our Boats to the Aſſiſtance of 
che Publick Service. | 

* Upon a Reconſideration of Sir 

George Rook's ſeveral Inſtructions, 

ve cannot but obſerve that they 

all tend to an Attempt of reduce- MW 

ing and taking the Town of Cs- 

dix, in which, we are to be Aid- I 

ing and Aſſiſting with our Ships 

; Land Bomb-Veſlels, as far as we 

can, with reſpect to the Security IM 
* of our Fleet; but the Seaſon of 
* the Year approaching, that will 
; render that .S-curity very preca- 
0  * rious in this Place, and that our 
| * Tranſports will be much more 
| * exposd to bad Weather than the 
= Nen of War, we could with to 
2 know if there be any Proſpect of 
eſlecting that Service of taking 
»* Cadiz, and in what time it may 
* be probably perform d. 
Thereupon 2 Council of War, 
of Sea and Land General Officers, 
was held September the 5th on board 
the Royal Soveraign, wherein, upon 
_ * Confideration that the Taking the 
*- Matagorda, was found a Work of 
io much Difficulty, and that if the 
* faid Fort was taken, it would not 
at all facilitate the Entrance of the 
Fleet into the Pamal, it was judg d 
impracticable by the Land General 
8 | | Officers 


e Sir George Rook. 83 
Officers to make an Attempt for 1702. 
the reducing of Cadiz with the Won: 
Land Forces that were there; and 
that it would: be a Work of con- 
* fiderable- time for a much greater 
Number of Troops, and it was 
therefore reſolv d that all the Ma- 4 
* gazines that were at Port Real 
port St. Maris and Reta, ſhould 
be Burnt and Deſtroyed ; and that 
the Army ſhould Re-imbark'from 
Rota as-1oon as pothble, after the 
Fleet and Tranſport Ships had 
been ſupplied with a- ſufficient 
Quantity of Water to proſecute 3 
their Voyage from thence 5; and 1 
* that then they ſhould conſider it 
* what was farther to be done in the it 
* Proſecution of. Her Majeſty's In- | ' 
* ttraQtions;- | S 
The Prince of Heſs' coming to 
underſtand all theſe Reſolutions. ſent 1 
the following Repreſentation to the | 
Admiral. | 


. | 
* Qlnce the laſt Council of War the The Price 
16th Inſtant (N. S.) where- f Hellc's 
in it was reſolved to Re-imbark Repreſentas 
* the Army, I would not have dif- n 4 Ad. 
* fer'd ſo long what Jam in Duty Rock. 
- oblig'd to reprefent to your Ex- 8 
** cellency, and what I take to * 
| | the 


* 
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1595. the Intereſt of his Imperial Mx 
es, had it not been for what 
* your Excellency told me - then! 
to wit, that you had given Order 
for a Frigat that went for Faro; 
* to tranſport from thence any Per 
* ſons who deſtred to come to me; 
e therefore waited to fee if any 

came, tho” T had in the Letters! 
* received from them, all Informa 
tions neceſſary concerning thei 
* Commiſſions. - They could only 
* by word of Mouth have farther 

* confirm'd their Meſſage; and now 
they are come, tho I did not 
4 * defire them, by Reaſon that 2 
Pp ** Matters ſtood, I might probably 
| have engag d a great many Perſons 


" 


5 of Quality and Intereſt to be en- 
e | . 0 - * , 
tirely ruin'd, I hearing little <li: 

l 4c . 
1 ae but murmuring for a ſpeedy De. 
5 parture from hence, as it is now 


© reſolv'd on. And for the ſame 
.. Reaſons I did not acquaint your 
2 Excellency with thoſe Gentlemen's 
being arriv'd in Fares to treat with 
I me; only 1 publiſh'd a Paper di- 
7 rected to all who complain d, that 
none ot the principal Perſons 
* of this Kingdom were yet come in 
©. to join the Army, of which I took 
the Liberty to ſend a Copy to your 
** Excellency : But now, rhat in 
"eve 


0 — r 
.— . 
1 * * 


* Fey mk may d n for 1702. 
« the Emperor's Intereſt, and that it 

“ may not be ſaid hereafter, that I 
did not acquaint all the General 
„Officers by Sea and Land with the 
Intelligence I had from the princi- 

„pal Perſons in this Kingdom of 
Spain; ſo that they not knowing 

e {uch and ſuch Circumſtances did 

not take their Reſolutions, and 

* likewiſe that the Fault of not in- 
forming them may not be laid on 
eme, Iam oblig d to tell your Excel- 
lency, that thoſe Perſons (ſent to 

* me from the principal Perſons in 
Madrid) now here, do not deſire 
anything more, than to be aſſur d 

* of my ſtaying in Spain; and aſſure 

* me that ſo ſoon as they be con- 
vinced of that, if we ſhould make 

* any Motion from the Place we 

* ſhould reſolve to Winter at, as if 
e were to march towards the 
Court; that then without Delay, 

all the well-inclin d would do 
„their Duty, and take up Arms in 
« favour of the Auſtrian Cauſe, 
„ proclaim their lawful King, an 
drive out of. Madrid and the 
* Kingdom, all who ſhould be con- 
© trary to his noble Undertaking. 
„Jour Excellency, who is ſo zealous 
“ for the Publick Good, would be 


of Str George Rook. % 
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1702. „ pleas'd to conſider it beſt ; and 
to you ſhould tind it impractica- 
h ble to order acompetent Squadron, 
to ſtay here or in St. Lucar, to 
aſſiſt the Army, at leaſt, conſid: r. 
ing that the Orders and Infirucions 
«* your Excellency has receiv d from 
Her Majeſty of Great Britain, ſhew 
the great Deſire Her-Majeſty has to- 
*** ſee the Emperor my Maſter re- 
© ſtor'd to. his rk Succeſhon of this- 
Kingdom; Her Majeſty's Com- 
| * mands: being to. attempt. Cadix, 
== - Land if that ſucceeded to leave 
there ſo many Men of War as your 
great Experience ſhould think fit, 
* and if this Enterpriſe ſhould not 
C have the deſired effect, then to go 
ce eto the Grein. But your Excellen- 
e cy finding by Occaſion of the Coun- 
eil of Waroſ the 16th Inſtant (N. 
8.) in diſeourſing about this Mat- 
< ter, this laſt Point impoſſible, be- 
s cauſe of the advanc'd Seaſon ; and 
the poſſeſſing a Port in Spain, being 
© eaſily/ apprehended of what Im- 
** portance it may be to the Publick 
Intereſt, for which this powerful. 
Fleet has been principally ſent, 
ig and Pert Vedere being more 
** {ſecure and: better Harbours than 
this Bay, if we had reduced Ca- 
dix, as many Officers who have. 
co Se been 


* *- | | | 
of Sir George Rook. 87 
been in thoſe Places aſſure, I be- 1702. 
lieve the great Teal your Excel- 
lency has to promote the Auſtrian 
* Cauſe will eaſily juftihe you 

ta Her Majeſty of Great Britain, 

whoſe favourable Intentions for 

the Emperor and the Publick In- 

tereſt are ſo well known , ſo that 
* your Excellency will expoſe your 

elf no manner of way by putting 
the Army a- here in any of theſe 

Places, and leaving a competent 
Squadron with them till farther 
Orders from England, and Advice 
from the Allies The Execution 
of which will not only confirm 
the Auſtrian Intereſt, and bring to 
* adefir'd End what thoſe principal 
* Perſons of the Court of Spain de- 
* fire, and for ever eſtabliſh again 
(through your Means, and to 
your Excelleney's Eternal Glory in 
this Kingdom) its lawful Poſſeſ- 
* ſor ; but Portaga! will be oblig d 
y (the Army being ſo near a Neigh- 
* bour to them) to declare in fa- 
* your of the Allies, and to aſſiſt 
* the Army. with neceſſary Troops 
of Horſe, wherein we are only 
wanting. On the other Hand, if 
* we ſhould fail firaight-way for 
England, not _ the Auſtrian 
* Intereſt would be loſt for ever - 
| Th t 
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17902 © this Kingdom, and with this 4 
V W © that are well inclin'd to it, ang 
„their Dependants extirpated, but 
the Kingdom of Portuget will de. 
clare again for France ; the Trade 
* of England and their Allies wil 
„be very much impair'd, and both 
4 8 oblig d to a ſhameful 
peace: Which dangerous Con- 
© ſequences can only be prevented 
and remedied by your Excellen. 
* cies well known Intentions for 
the Publick Good. So that I hope 
to receive the Favour from your 
* Excellency, that this my Repre- 
* ſentation may be attended with 
* ſuch a Reſolutien-as I expect, fcr 
the Intereſt. of the Emperor my 
6 Maker. | 


I remember very well that when 
the News of the a e of i 
our Deſign upon Cadix arrived in 
England, People were generally en- 
raged that the Admiral did not 
C to puniſh the (cy of the 
Spaniards) Bambard the City, and 
lay it in Aſhes, but we have made it 
appear already, that his Excellency 
and the other Sea Officers, were 
heartily for it, where-with the Land 
Othcers now likewiſe concurred ; it's 
therefore Juſt, to vindicate Sir * 

7 Ye 18 


of Sir George Rook. 
Honour, to ſhew you how it was 
pt put in Execution. 


he Wealthy City of Cadiz would 
tally alienate the:Spaniards (already 
ficiently provok d by the Plunder- 
g of Pert St. Maries) from the 
onfederates, his Highneſs ſent the 
blowing Letter to the Admiral, to 
lilwrade him from it. FO 


L KR, 


* jelty, J have the Honour to accom- 
* pany this Expedition, ſo what 
where I find any Appearance a- 


9 


* had it not been for the quite dif- 


e termina- 


aL 
X * 
= 
* 3 
* 


The Prince of Heſſe being appre- 
five that the Bombardment of 


gainſt the Emperor my Maſter's 
* Intereſt, I cannot but repreſent it 

* to whom it may concern. Where- 
fore the principal Point being to 
* endeavour by all Means to make 
the Spaniards eſpouſe as ſoon as poſ- 

* fible the Auſtrian Cauſe, (ro which 
they wou'd eaſily have been mov'd, 


* ferent Methods us'd to gain them, 
which it is now too late to re- 

* medy) and having underſtood 

* Yeſterday, that by a general De- 


89 


1702. 


5 4 

au will Pardon this Freedom, prince of 
when doubtleſs, it is known Heſſe Ler- 

to your Excellency, with what fer to Sir 


» n | jal Ma- George, ts 
Character from his Imperial Ma- 7 Ee 


him from 
Bombard- 
ing Cadiz. 
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- 1702. „termination of all the Admiral; 


it is reſolv'd to Bombard Cadiz, 
doubt much if this may not alter 
the Concert of overcoming here; 
and if your Excellency is not en- 
© tirely convincd that after this the 
the Allies muſt never try to te- 
©* trieve what has been loſt by this 
Campaign, both by. coming to 
late, and ill Diſpoſitions. Then. 
* fore I beſeech your Excellency ti 
do me the Honour of acquainting 
me with the Reaſons which oblig d 
your Excellency to reſolve the 
* deſtroying of this Town, that | 
may not be anſwerable to the Em- 
„ peror my Maſter for not diſcharging 
„my Duty, in putting this Impor. 
Y 

tant Matter to your Excellency'sM 
© Conſideration... 


The next Day was held a Council 
of War of 1275 Officers, wherein, 
upon Reading ſeveral Letters from 
the Prince of Heſſe to the Duke of 
Ormond and Sir George Rook; and aRe- 
ſolution of the Land General Officers 
of the Day before, and upon a due 
and mature Conſideration of them, 
it was agreed and reſolv'd, [ mind 
how prudently. the Admiral pro- 
ceeded,] That tho they had a great 
Eſteem for the Perſon of the. Prince of 


leſſe, 


436 

| i 
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of Sir Georg ok. 91 
leſſe, and all due Reel and Honour 1702; 
bis Qualit y, yee they could have no 
gad to bis Momorial; not Crane 9 
Name mention d in Sir eorge | $ 
ook . Inſtructiont. And they did = 
Wntircly agree with the Reſolutions of 
e General Officers a-ſhore of Teſterday, 
hat not a Mcment of Time ought to be 
oft in —— the Forces ; and in 
cgard the ſwell of the Sea continitd ſo 
to render the Bombardment of Cadiz 
neffeiual, 'twas reſolud to omit that 
Fervice; and that all the Ships, 
Tranſports, &c. be immediately order d 
ut to lie in the Bay of Bulls, in readi - 
e je to receive the Army aboard accord- 
ng Ye | | 
The Army being come to Rota, in 
prder to their Embarking. The Duke 
df Ormond (ent a Letter to the Admi- 
ral, Importing, That fince they could 
10t do that Service at Cadiz that was The Duke of 
hop'd for, it was his Opinion that Ormond's 
hey thould endeavour to take Port | ter to 
at —— or any part of Spain, that Admiral 
might be thought praQticable by a Rook. 
ouncil of War ; for they thought it 
of the laſt Conſequence to the Quecn 
and Her Allies, that they ſhould ſta 
and Winter in ſome Part of Spain, a 
here expect Her Majeſty's further 
Orders, eſpecially ſince the News of 
Prince Eugenes Succeſs in Iialy; 

3 which 


” 


3 


92 cance 
1702 · which woliſch of Conſequence mike 
the Spaniards more ready to ſhew 

their good Inclinations to the Houſe 


41 


a - = 2 
"Th J g | | 
He 7/6 5 


. * to remind yOu, that you had atull 


* bs Gener al Officers, will have time 


Glorious, Action- 


of Auſtria But that if they ſhould 
go back to England, without endea- 
vouring to take Poſt in that King. 
dom, he fear d there would be an 
End of thinking of any further At- 
tempt on that Nation. This he 
hoped he would take into his ſeri- 
ous Conſideration, they. being ready 
to ſtay in any Placz where he could 
leave them, with ſuch a Number of 
Ships as ſhould be judg'd neceſſary 
for the Service. 


To this Letter the Admiral ſent the 
NEXE Day, the following An- 
ſwer. N 


1; Lord Duke, | 
9 1 eceiy'd your Grace's Letter of 
* Yetterday, this Minute, and 
in Anſwer thereto, I muſt preſume 


—_ a. — — — om — a — —— 1 -- F an? << — 


view of all my Inſtructions from 
„Her Majeſty, and the Secretary of 
5 State's Letter thereupon, on Catur- 
* gay laſt, at a Council of War, 
* which was ſuddenly broke up by 
an Alarm in your Grace s Camp. 
& Your Grace, and the reſt of your 


0 
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of Sir George Rock. 


& Grace has to expect Succeſs after 
„this firſt ; for if the People of 
* Spain had any Spirit , the Firſt 
Account of Prince Ezgexe's Glori- 
„ours Succeſs in Italy, would in- 
ſpire them with a Reſolution to 
„ exert themſelves ; but if they cool 
“upon this News, IT doubt your 
© Grace's Reception and Entertain- 
e ment in another Place will be as 
cold and indifferent as it has been 
** here. I think by the laſt Council 
„of War, it was reſolv'd that the 
„Forces ſhould embark with all 
Expedition; and the ſooner that 


© be executed (unleſs your Grace 


has a Proſpe& of Wintring here) 
* certainly the better ; for the ſooner 
„we ſhall be in a Condition to 
* proſecute any farther Attempt 
that ſhall be agreed on, pur- 
* {ant to Her Majeſty's Inſtructi- 
ons. 5 

The 14th and 15th ef September 
being ſpent in Shippinz off Part of 
the Forces; and the Prince of Heſſe 


d Armſtadt having aſſur'd the Duke of 


Ormond, That Sir George Rook was 
willing to aſſiſt them in a Second At- 
tempt, which his Grace thought abſo- 


lutely 


& toconſider how far I am impower'd 2702. 
by thoſe Orders to make a ſecond wwe 
Attempt ; and what:Reaſon your 


1702. which work -of Conſequence make 
WY the Spaniards more ready to ſhaw 


Af Admiral 
10 Rook's 
Anſwer, 


. *to remind you, that you had a full 


General Officers, will have time 


p l 
to 


their good Inclinations to the Houſe 
of Auſtria: But that if they ſhould 
go back to England, without endes- 
vouring to take Poſt in that King, 
dom, he feard there would be an 
End of thinking of any further At- 
tempt on that Nation. This he 
hoped he would take into his ſeri- 
ous Conſideration, they. being ready 
to ſtay in any Placz where he could 
leave them, with ſuch a Number of 
Ships as ſhould be judg'd neceſſary 
for the Service. 


To this Letter the Ad miral ſent the 
Next Day, the following An- 
1Wer._ 


iy Lord Duke, | 
9 1 eceiv'd your Grace*s Letter of 
* Yetterday, this Minute, and 
& in Anſwer thereto, I muſt preſume 


view of all my Inſtructions from 
„Her Majeſty, and the Secretary of 
& State's Letter thereupon, on Satur- 
day laſt, at a Council of War, 
* which was ſuddenly broke up by 
Fan Alarm in your Grace's Camp. 
© Your Grace, and the reſt of your 


0 


of Sir George Rook. * 


* Attempt”; and what Reaſon your 
Grace has to expect Succeſs after 
„this firſt; for if the People of 
Hain had any Spirit, the Firſt 
Account of Prince Eugenes Glori- 
ours Succeſs in Italy, would in- 
ſpire them with a Reſolution to 
„ exert thetnſelves ; but if they coo! 
* upon this News, 1 doubt your 
© Grace's Reception and Entertain- 
& ment in another Place will be as 
cold and indifferent as it has been 
* here. I think by the laſt Council 
„of War, it was reſolv'd that the 
Forces ſhould embark with all 
Expedition; and the ſooner that 
* be executed (unleſs your Grace 
has a Proſpect of Wintring here) 
certainly the better; for the ſooner 
we ſhall be in a Condition to 
* proſecute any farther Attempt 
that ſhall be agreed on, pur- 
ſuant to Her Majeſty's Inſtructi- 
ons. 

The 14th and 15th of September 
being ſpent in Shipping off Part of 
the Forces; and the Prince of Heſſe 
d Armſtadt having aſſur'd the Duke of 
Ormond, That Sir George Rook was 
willing to aſſiſt them in a Second At- 
tempt, which his Grace thought abſo- 

| | lately” 
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to conſider how far I am impower'd 2702. 
by thoſe Orders to make a ſecond v 


94 The Life and Gloriows Adin 
|. 1702. Intely neceſſary for the Service, th. 
= WW latter ſent a Note to the Admin 
to acquaint him how glad be we 
it ; and that be deſir & not hing muy 
than that he would ſet them ſafe; 
Shore, either in the . of Cadiz 
or where-cver it ſhould be thought rea 
ſonable, with ſuch a Number of Shin 
as ſhould be judg d ſufficient, Tothi 
Letter, which was deliverd by the 
Prince of Darmſtadi s own Hand, 
: on the 15th at Night, Sir George 
made anſwer, That tho he thankd 
God, he always carried a Spirit of 
Willingneſs and Defire to improve and 
advance the Publick Service of bis 
Country, yet his Grace well knew it 
was out of his Power to undertake ary 
Thing in Relation to a Second Attemjt 
with bis Grace's Army, without the 
Reſulut ion of a Council of War which 
he call'd that Morning, and be ſent 
bis Grace herewith a Copy of their Re- 
ſolution, which was all he had to add 
to bis real Reſpect and Duty to by 
Grace, 1 of War of Flag.Off 
Counci ar ag-Offie:rs, 
4 Ses 16th of September 1702. Prem: Sir 
Council of George Rook, Vice-Admiral Hopſon, 
= Reſe- dir Stafford Fairborn, Lieutenant- 
4 n. Admiral Pieterſon, Rear-Admiral 
+48 Waſſenaer. 6 


Upon 


ve and ſerious Conſideration there- 
bon, we are of Opinion, That it is 
Wt adviſable to attempt Cadiz at this 
an of the Tear, after the Land Ge- 
Officers have þ is d and agreed, 
hat it. i impracticable with the Num- 
Wer of. Forces under his Grace the Duke 
Ormond' Command, in regard to 
lat Reſolution, nor the Security of the 
leet, which will be infinitely expos'd 
when the Rains and Out-winds ſet in; 
ut as 10 the Landing bis Army at 
1 the Weather prove fair we 

hink the Difficulties of Landing the 
orſe and Artillery will be very great 
ince the Boats-of our Ships cannot "ofif 
berein ; and as to any falt Squadron 
F Ships laying on that Coaſt in the ap- 
proaching Winter Seaſon, we judge it 
5 but a Squadron may be 


"Io _— * a — TT Cn TY wo s 
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Erder'd into Lisbon, where they may 


Mclean and cruize on the Coaſt for the 
Countenance and Protection of our Army. 
Ind as to unleſs we can reach 
Whoſe Points by the firſt of October 
(Old Stile) we think, it impoſſible to 
make any Attempt on tbat Coaſt, with 


regard to the ſhortneſs of Proviſion in 
the Ships of the States General, and the 


IWinter Seaſon, which uſually renders 
the Departure from the Coaſt very 44 


cult. 
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of Sir George Rook. 93 th 
Upon reading his Grace the Duke 17. 
f Ormond's Letter yeſterday, and a WWW 


* 


1702. 
ge with thoſe Difficulties, we muſt in 


the Duke of Ormond was, for all the 


George Rook*s Inſtradtions directed 


The Duke of Ormond inſiſted on the 


The Life and Glorious Action- 
cult. But if it ſhall be reſolv'd to ſtrug 


rpg — away our greet. Ships, i 
hopes of their gaining a ſafe Paſſag 
Hide: We hore allo confider*d Jo 
which has been propos d, and what Si 


mays Am Of entwnk - 4&AyS wan wo 


— 


10. +09 and we cannot but agre 
and conelude, (as we judge all Seame 
in the World will) that before we ca 
poſſibly reach that Poſt. the Time wil 
be elaps'd, and the Seaſon of the Tear 
far advanc d, that it will render ai 
Attempt on that place unreaſonable ans 
impratticable, . 
All the Forces being embark d 
Council of War was call'd on the 
16th on board the Ranelagh, where 


General Land Officers, and anothe 
on board the Sovereign, where the 
Admiral was, for the Flag- Officers. 
Theſe Conſultations were held pur- 
ſuant to ſome Inſtructions lately re- 
ceiv'd from England, wherein the 
Queen left it to the Prudence of the 
Commanders in chief. either to win- 
cer in ſome part of Spain, with the 
Land Forces, and part of the Fleet, 
or to return Home after having made 
a Detachment for the Weſt- Indies? 


ay a Qs So fo. ov wow fr: . — AY www A, a. . e cs 2 wad woanas > 


"I 


firſt, and the Prince of Heſſe-d' Arm- 
| ſtadi 


of vir George Rook. 97 
#adt propos d the Town of Vigo, as 1702. 
having a very commodious Harbour, 
and being a Place ſeated in the moſt 
plentiful Corner of all Spain: But 
dir George Rook, and almoſt all the Sea 
Officers, who knew nothing yet, (no 
more than any Body aboard the Fleet) 
of Monſieur Chateaurenault's being 
arriv'd at Vigo with the Spaniſh Gal- 
leons, were of Opinion, that it was 

more for Her Majeſty's and the Na- 

tion's Service to ſend a Reinforcement 
to Admiral Bembow in the Weſt. Indies, 
having Reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 

French had a very formidable Force 

in that part of the World. After 

ſome Meſſages between his Grace and 
che Admiral, a general Gouncil of 

Jea and Land General Officers was 

held on board the Ranelagh, wherein 

vere preſent Sir George Rook, Licute- 

TY nant-Admiral Allemond, Vice-Admi- 

ral Hopſon, Vice-Admiral Vandergoes, 

© Vice- Admiral Pieterſon, Sir Stafford 

Fairborn, Rear-Admiral Waſſenaer , 

\N Rear-A 5 Graydoen, his Grace 
the Duke of Ormond, Sir Henry Bella- 

fs, the Lord Portmore, Baron Sparr, 

Sir Charles, Hara, Brigadier Hamilton. 

Here it was debated, whether upon 

the Conlideration of the Oppoſition 

and obſtinate Inclination of the Spa- 

. | #{ards in Andaluſia to oppoſe the 
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Aa. Houſe of Auſtria, and the Difficultic 

| Which wight be expected from the 
Seaſon of the Year; as: appear'd by 

the : Reſolution of the Council of 

Wai of Flag- Officers of Ycſterday, 

aud the Averſion that they might 
reaſonably; expect to find from the 

People of any other part of Spain, ag 

Well as the want of Intelligence 

-which the Army had been wholly 

deſtitute of ſince they had been aſhore, 

and that the Dz#teb Troops could not 

be ſupplyd with Proviſtons from 

their Fleet for a longer Time than a 

Month, and the Diminutions of the 

| Army by the Detachment for the 
_ Weſt-Indies and Sickneſs, it was rea- 
ſonable to make a ſecond Attempt.of 
Landing in Spain £ Which bcing fra- U 

med into aQueſtion, and the Queſtion | 

put, all the Sea Officers fſubſcrib'dFt 

the Negative, as did all the Land) 

Othicers, except the Duke of Ormond Ni 

and Baron Sparr; - it was therefore 

reſolv d, That the Fleet ſhould take i 

© the firſt Opportunity, and make! 

the beſt of their Way for England, 1 

and that the Rendezvour ſhould bet 
appointed at St. Heilens, till they 
( 

0 
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_ © ſhould receive Orders for diſpoſing 
* and landing the Army, 

The next Day the Admiral made 

a Signal to weigh, having a fine Land 

EE » Breeze, 


mY * an «x. rn” ä 
"of Sir George Rook. 99 
Freeze, but it dulling he came to an 1202. 
Anchor again, and on the 19th. a Flag 
of Truce was ſent to Port St, Maries, 
with all the French aud Spaniſh Priſo- 
ners unredeem d, to the Number of 
230, for which the Spanards return- 
ed 22 Men they had taken from the 
Confederates. The ſame Mornin 
the Fleet weigh*'d Anchor again, anc 
Crd ſeveral Days with a mall and 
variable Wind. On the 23d the 
Diſpoſition was made for the Squa- 
dron to be ſent into the Veſt-Indies, 
which being compleated on the 24th, 
the Admiral made his Signal for them 
to depart. There were Six Men of 
War and Twelve Tranſports, Captain 
Walker in the Bedford, being Com- 
madore, and had on board them 
Four Regiments. In the mean time 
the Queen , upon Information of 
Monſieur Chateaurenault”s being got 
into the Harbour of Vigo with the 
French Fleet and Spaniſh Galleons, 
immediately diſpatch'd away Two 
Expreſſes, one. to Sir George Rook, 
with politive Orders to attempt the 
taking or, deſtroying the French and 
Haniſhß Ships, me another to Sir 
Cloudeſiy Shovel, to fail with his Squa · 
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dron to reinforce. 
derate Fleet. 
* 2 On 
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1702. On the 21ſt of September the Ad- 
miral coming Home with the whole 
a Fleet from before Cadiz ſent the Ea. 
701 the Sterling. Caſtle, and the Pen- 
f ke, with fome Tranſports. to wa- 
ter in'\Lagos Bay, where they arrived 
the 22d. The Land Officers on board 
the Pembroke went immediately a- 
ſhore, having with them Mr. Beau- 

vir, a Gentleman of Jerſey, Chaplain 

of that Ship, who there getting cer- 

tain Intelligence that the Galleons 

and their Convoy had put into Vigo, 

he acquainted Captain Hardy with 

it, he without Delay imparted the 

. News to Captain Wikars, who com- 
manded the Eagle, and all the Squa- 

dton: u which Information a 
Conſultation of Captains was imme- 
diately held, wherein it was reſol. 

ved, that this Intelligence was of 

that Importance, that a Ship ſhould 

be ſent to acquaint Sir George Rook 
with it, and as Captain Hardy had 
the beſt Sailor, and was Maſter of the 
Intelligence, Captain Wiſhart order d 

him to fail a-head to find out the 

Fleet, which he happily effected 

on the 6th of Ofober, when he 
acquainted Sir N Rook with 

the whole Matter. The Admiral 
imparted the fame immediately 

to the Dutch Admiral, declaring 
1 5 It 
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of Sir George Rox. tor 
it his Opinion that they ſhould/all 1202. 
ſet fail ditectiy for Vigo: The Dutch WWW 
Admiral readily concarr'd with Sir 
George, who the next Day calfd a 
Council of Flag-Officers, wherein it 
Was reſolvd, N . Bic pop ow 
* attempting a eftroying the 
« French and Spaniſh Ships at. Vigo — 4 
% would be of great Advantage to "9 M 
„Her Majeſty, and no leſs Honou- COR 
* rable_ to Her and Her Allies, and ,,1 Spa- 
tend in a great meaſure to reduce niſn Ships 
the exorbitant Power of France, at vigo. 
the Fleet ſhould make the beſt of 
their Way to that Port, and fall 
* on immediately with the whole 
„Line, if there were room ſufficient 
* for it, otherwiſe to attack the Ene- 
* my with ſuch. Detachments as 
might render the Enterprize moſi 
* effetual and ſucceſsful. 1 

Purſuant to the Reſolution of the 
Council of War the Fleet began t 
bend their Courſe towards Vigo, an = 
the Admiral having immediately fent 
out Two Frigats for Intelligence, they 
return d on the ↄth of Otober at 
Night with the Confirmation of 
Captain Hardy's Account,” adding 
that the Enemies Ships lay up the 
River in Rodondella Harbour. The 
next Morning one of Sir Cloudeſty 
Shovel's Squadron came into the Fleet, 
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10 2 The Life aud Glorious Action, 
21702. with Advice that Sir Cloudeſiy was 
off of Cape Einiſter, whereupon he 
\ was ſent back with Orders for that 
Admiral to join the Grand Fleet, On 
the 11th in the Afternoon the Fleet 
came to an Anchor againſt Vigo, the 
Weatier having proy d ſo hazy, that 
. . the. Town, mevex, diſcoverd them 
till they were juſt upon it, and tho 
they fired very thick from tliat place, 
* yet the Cenfedettes took little no- 
J NnEEEE..- 
Ihe French Admiral, to do him 
Juice, had taken all-Human Pre: 
cautions to ſecure his Ships and 
the Spaniſb Flota; for he not only 
had carried ee very 
narrow Streight, defended by a Ca- 
Me on the one fide, and Platfortns 
on both ſides of the Streight, where 
he had planted his beſt Guns, but 
had likewiſe laid athwart it a ſtrong 
Boom, made up of Maſts, Yards, 
Cables, Top-Chains and Casks, a- 
bout Twelve Yards in Circumte- 
rence, and kept ſteady by Anchors 
caſt on both tides of it. 
Our Braye i not at all diſ- 
[ couraged with this, ſo ſoon as the 
| | ConfederateF let came toanAnchor, 
| which was on the 1 1th of OGober be- 
E fore Vigo as aforeſaid, call'd a Counci} 
of the Sea. and Land General Officers, 
| | wherein 
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of Sir George Rook; © 103 
wherein it was concluded, that ſince, 1702. 
the whole Fleet could not attempt \ 
the Enemys Ships where they lay, 
without apparent Danger of running 
foil one upon another, a Dꝛtachment 
of Fifteen Engliſh and Ten Puch 
WM Men of War, with the Line of Bat- 
tle, and all the Fiteſhips, ſhould be 
© {nt in, with Orders to ufe their beſt 
Endeavours to take or deſtroy the 
Enerny's Flect; that the Frigats and 
Bomb-Velltls thould follow the Rear 
of the Detachment, 'and. that the 
great Ships (ould move after them, 
and go in, if there ſhould be occaſi- 
on; that the Army ſhould at the 
ſame time land and attack the Fort 
on the South; ſide of Rodondella, and 
thence proceed on where feht 
= effectually annoy the Enemy; 
that, becauſe it was not known what 
Depth of Water there might be, the 
18 8 ſhould be made with the 
{malleft Ships; and that, to give the 
better Countenancę to i 
all the Flag- Officers ſhould 20 in 
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with the Squadron. Th 
For the better Performance of theſc 
Reſolutions the Admiral with great 
Zeal and unwearied Vigilance ſpent 
almoſt the whole Night in going 
from Ship to Ship in his own Boat 
to glve the — Directions, and 
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Sir Geng was got within Cannon ſhot of the 


deſtroys 
Ships af 


Vigo. 


1702. to encourage both Officers and Ses 


men to diſcharge their Duty. The 
next Day about Ten in the Morning 


by Land, a1 


ingly done, the Line formed, and 
the Squadron was briskly bearing 


it blowing a freſh Gale, Vice-Admiral 
Hopſon in the Torbay, being next the 


renaud had plac'd near the Boom, 


The Life end Glorious Action: 


the Duke having landed his Men, 
and N attack the Enemy ftu 

at their Phtforms = 
Forts, its impoſſible the Brave Ad- bl 
mira] could remain an idle SpeRator, I m 
and therefore as ſoon, as the Land WI ni 
Forces were got on ſhqre, he gave the F 
Signal to weigh, which was accord- Wl a 


up. the Boom ; but when the Van 


Batteries, it fell calm, ſo that they 
were conſtrain d to come to an An- 
chor again. However, not long after 


Enemy, cut immediately his Cables, 
clapt on all his Sails, and bearing up 
directly upon the Boom, amidtt all 
the Enemy's Fire broke through it at 
once, caſt Anchor between the Bour- 
bon and L Eſperance, Two French 
Men of War which Count Chateau- 


and with unparalell'd Reſolution re- 
ceived ſeveral Broadſides from them. 
The reſt of Vice-Admiral Hopſon's 
Diviſion, and Vice-Admiral Vander- 
goes with his Detachment, having 
—— weighe 


"od 
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weighed at the ſame time, ſail'd a- 450 2. 
breaſt towards the Boom, to add tg 
greater Weight and Force to the 
'Shock, but being becalm'd they all 
ſtuck, and were oblig'd to hack and 
cut thelr Way through. A freſh Gale 
blowing again the Dach Admiral 
made ſo good uſe of it, that having 
nick d the Paſſage which the brave 
Hopſon had made, he boldly went in 
and made himſclf Maſter of the 
Bourbon, | 

All this while Vice-Admiral Hop- 
ſon was in extream Danger; for be- 
ing clap'd on Board by a French Fire- 
ſhi b —Togg Rigging was pre- 
ſently et on fire, he 2 14 every 
Moment to be burnt ; but it fortu- 
nately happened that the French Veſ- 
ſel, which was a Merchant-man la- 
den with Snuff, and made up in haſte 
into a Fireſhip, being blown up, the 
Snuff partly extinguiſh'd the Fire, 
and preſerv'd him ; however he re- 
ceived conſiderable Damage in this 
memorable Action, for beſides the 
having his Fore- Top- Maſt ſhot by 
the board, 115 Men kill'd and drowyn- 
ed, and 9 wounded; molt of his Sails 
were burn'd and {corch'd, his Fore- 
ard burnt to a Coal, and his Lar- 

dard and Shrouds Fore and Aft 
burn d, at the dead Eyes, infomuch 
| that 


e 
81 "2 — - 0 * * * 
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| 1702. that he was forc'd. afterwards 10 
V laye.: his. own Ship, and hoiſt his 


ſame time Captain Bucknam in the 


— — ä . TERS — — = 
- —— ——1w — —— — i w * — 
. 


| Mr. de Cour, le Triton 253 . 


Flag on board the Monmouth. At the 


Aſſociation laid his Broad-lide againſt 
a Battery of 17 Guns on the other 
fide the Harbour, ſo that for a conſi- 
derable while there was a continual 
Hring of great and ſmall Shot on both 
ſides, till the French Admiral, ſeeing 
the Platform and Fort in the Hands 
of the Vidtorious Engliſh, his Fireſhip 
ipent in yains the Bourbon taken, the 


com cut in pieces, and the Conte- 


derate Fleet pouring in upon him. 
he ſet tne to his o-,/n Ship, and or- 
der'd the reſt of the Captains under 
his Command to follow his Exam- 
ple, yet he could not be ſo punctual- 
ly obeyd, but that ſeveral; Men of 
War and Galleons were taken by the 
Englith and Dutch, as you may ſee 


by the following Lili. | 
French Ships in the Harbour of Rodondella. 


Ships taken. 


Commanders. Ships Names. Men. Guns. 
Monſ, de Beaujeu, le Prompt, 50 70 
Mr. de Mantbeau, le Bourbon, 410 68 
Mr. de Boiffier, le Ferme, 450 74 


Mr. “ Autier, le Modere, 300 54 
Mr. d Aligre, A ure 380 66 


Of 


ou — 


e Sir George Rock. roy 
Of theſe the Bourbon only was taken by the 
Dutch, the reſt were carried home by the 


Egliſß. 

Ships Burnt.--- } 
Count FA Geke le Fort, 500 2 
Mr. de Tricombant, POrifl flame, 380 | 
Mr. de Chamelin,s le Solide, 350 1 
Mr. Grand Pre, le Prudent, 380 64 or 62 
Mr. Diepleſſis, la Daupbine 230 44 
Mr. de Polignac, I Entreprennant 130 1. 
Mr. de St. Oſman, la Choquante 8 
Mr. de Leſcaller, le Fauori, Fircſhip, 14 


There were allo Three Gardes Marines or 
Scouts burnt. : 


Ships taken, but either ſunlt or run aſhore and 


bulg'd. 


Commanders. Ships. M. G. 


Le Marq. de la Galiſonniere, Eſq perance, 420 70 
Mr. de Mongon la Sirene, 380 62 
Le Marq. 4e ate aure- le Superbe, 450 70 


naud, 


Mr. de Sore, 0 he Polontaire 250 46 | 
Spaniſh Men of War. 2 
Commanders. TOE: Ships. Guns, : 


Don Manuel de V elaſco, Fei us Maria Toſeph, 
General. 


Don Joſeſſ bus Chreon, is Buſfoons, 858 1 


Admiral. 
Pon Ferdin. che. 12 Capit, de Are, 54 


Spa- 
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—_ 


Don Viſenti Alvarez, 


Don F ranci ſco Blanco, 


Don Alonzo Iparrere, | 


Don Conſmo Antonio 


Montag. 


Don Michael Camitee, | 


Don Ignatio Aſcono- 
1 britio, 

Don Anton, Gomes d' 
| Amre ſia. 


Don F ranciſco Bara- 
3 


gand. 
Don Juan Dungo. 
Don Frebuſia Bernar 
1 vera. 

Don Alonzo Lopez. 
Don Martin Moguers. 


Of theſe Thirteen Galleous, (which carried 
from 20 to upwards of 30 Guns,) Four were 
| taken by the Engliſh, Five by the Datch, and 
| the reſt were all deſiroy'd. | 


This great and memorable Victory was.ob- 
| tain'd with very inconſtderable Loſs 
| - belides the Damage received by Vice- Admiral 
| Hopſen, as above mention'd, the Kent had only 


| cetdes, 


Santo Chriſto 4 Aa. 
riaca 1, 


Santo Chrift di buen 


IV iajo. — tk 
Santa Cruz, _ a 
Noſtradama de Merce. 1 


Santa Domingo. * 


\ 
la Trinidad. 7 
St, Juan Baptiſta. 
Philippo Quinto. 


Naſtra Senora de Mer- 


5 del General. 
a Sacra F amilia, 


Santa Suſanna. 


for 


her 


of SirGeorgeRook. . 10g 

her Fore-Maſt ſhot and Botſwain 1702. 
wounded, the Aſſociation her Main 
Maſt ſhot and Two Men killed, the 
Barfleur had her Main-Maſt ſhot, 
Two Men killed and Two wounded 
and the Mary her Boltſprit ſhot. of 
the Land Men Two Lieutenants, and 
about Forty Soldiers were flain, Co- 
lonel Pieree was wounded with a 
Cannon Shot from our own Men of 
War in the Thigh, and Colonel Rey- 
mour, Colonel Newton, Mr. Taimohh, 
and about Thirty private Men, were 
alfo wounded. , e ee 

It muſt be ond that all our Men 

that were engaged either by Sea or 
Land in this almoſt unparakIFd Acti- 
on merited extreamly by their Con- 
duct and Valour, but as none had 
ſo great a Hand in the Contrivance 
and Direction of the Maritime Affair 
as the Admiral himſelf, the higheſt 
Glory muſt be aſcribed to him; and 
it may without Flattery be aſſerted 
of him, that herein he has out-ſhined 
the great Admiral Blake, whoſe 
burntng of the Spaniſh Galleons in 
Sancta Cruize in the Canaries in the 
Time of Crommel was talked of, and 
is ſtill all the World over, as one of 
the moſt ſignal Actions perform'd by 
Sea ; and yet with this further dif- 
terence between the Two NONE: 

; that 


110 The Life and Glorious Action, 
1705 · that that of Blake was the/laſt of hi 
Life, but that of Sir George has been 

ſucceeded 7 others of great Re 
nown, and tis none of his Fault, 
that he has not had an Opportunity 
to multiply them, and thereby aug: 
ment his Fame: But the brighter the 
Merit, the greater the Rage of Im. 

} placable Enemies; Had they in their 

* Golden Age called him Pacifick Ad. 

4 miral, when in 1700, he went into 

the Sound, and contributed ſo effectu- 

ally to the Peace of the North, it 

had been a juſt and meritorious 
Character, but to {tle him thus 
after the Action at Vigo, which no 

Age. can equal, ſo eyidently deten 

EY 15 Blindneſs of Pre I io, th leck no- 


it. 
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a cl, delerte 5 9 a and un- 
0 dine they were 
0 I d 59, 10 5 122 the JO of 
1 War. The Number of their Slain 
= was Much cha fame with that of the 
1 Allies ied 400 of their Men 
were taken Priſoners, amongtt them, 
=_ Monlieur 4 Aligre, Commadore of a 
| __ Squadran, the Margyis dela Cole | 
| | 2 Monſieur de Sorel, a OT: 
| _ ra 


luteaurenaud, and the Spaniſh Gene- 
al, whey Sree yrs fp 
eie; but Don Joſephus Checon, 
e Saniſh Admiral was made Pri- 
oner. 


ue of the Booty the Confederates 
in d in this Bold and Succeſsful 
Attempt: Tho' tis not what they 
got, but what the Enemy loſt, that 
ß moſt to be regarded; and which 
indeed was very conſiderable. How - 


ever, to make a reaſdnable Conje- Compur.c- 
cure of both, it may be remark d, ion of the 
that the Spaniſh Flota was Univer- Enemies 
ally acknowledged to be the Richeſt Los 4: 
that ever came from the Weſt-Indies Vigo. 


into. Europe: That the Silver and 
Gold it. had. on Board was compu- 


ted at Ten Millions of Pieces of 
Eight, of which, Eight Millions 
only were taken out of the Galeons, 
and ſecur'd by:the Enemy, and the 


reti was either taken, or left in the 
Galeons that were burnt or funk : 


And that the Goods were valued at 
Four Millions of Pieces: of Eight 
more, One fourth - Part of which 


was ſay' d, neat Two deflgoy'd; and 
the other taken by the Confederates: 
Beſides. the Ships already mention d, 
and a great deal of Plate and Goods 


belonging 


r George Rock. 111 


other Officers of Note; Count 1202. 


Pry cannot determine the va- 
No 
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1 1702. belonging to: private Perſons, mo 
| WWW part of which was either 22 0 
1 : Fd O0 & 35 | 7 

=_ - On the 14th of October mutuz 
4H Congratulations paſſed between thi 
q Duke of Ormondand the Admiral, offi; 
the Happy Succeſs of their Enter o 
prize. His Grace at the fame time 
acquainted the Admiral he was veryliſh; 
ſorry to hear of his Indiſpoſition 
and was much oblig'd to him for his 
Intention to do him the Favour of 
a Viſit ; that if he could have left 
the Troops, he would have ſavd 
him that Trouble; that if he would 
agree to their ſtay there, and leave 
with them ſuch a Number of Ships 
as might be thought neceſſary, he 
would March with the Army to 
Vigo, and attack the Place, which 

he did not doubt he might take, 
and maintain himſelf there that 
Winter, till farther Orders from 
the Queen, and be in a Readineſs to 
purſue © the Advantages they had 
now gain'd, and perhaps bring Por- 
tugal to a Declaration for them. 
This he would do, if the Admiral 
would conſent to it, if not, he de- 
ſired with the ſooneſt his Anſwer : 
| That he thould think it very much 
> for the Service, if Mr. Methuen 
| | ſhould acquaint the King of * 


101 
got 
the 
thi 


ſine 


ſer 
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with this Succeſs, which he could 1702. 
not but fancy would make him leave 
the French Intereſt, ſince he had no- 
thing to fear from it. He added that 
Ince he found he could nct afford 
proviſions for the Priſoners in the 
fort, rather than let them ſtarve, 
te ſhould be conſtrainꝰd to give them 
their- Libertig. * 

To the Duke's Letter the Admiral 
ent the following that Nigt. 


Have juſt now receiv'd the Fa- Sir 
vour of your Grace 's Letter, of George's 
this Day, and am ready and wil- Letter fo 
ling to do every thing I can, that 1e mos of 
* may contribute to the Publick Ser- Ormond. 
vice; and if your Grace thinks It 
* fafe to remain in this Part of Spain 
with the Army, I will venture to 
leave Five or Six Frigats with you; 
tho' I can hardly think thoſe Ships 
ſafe any longer than they are at 
Sea, conſidering that the French, 
who had ſuch Advantages, were 
not; and l believe I can alſo leave 
your Grace Six Weeks or Two 
onths Proviſion for the Army, 
which is the moſt I can do; great 
part of what was intended for that 
* purpoſe, having been ſent to the 
' Weſt-Indies : If your Grace has Wy 
11 
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_ * fide, that they may notReinfore 


ele Station, 1 fhall fend 


einen an Account 3 Succe li 


i England je ene ng Dake ci | 


the 19th in the Morning, Sit Georg 


5 Intentions to continue here, Ih. 
© lieve it will be beſt to let the Gut 
remain at the, Fort, 1 ſhall ord 
* our Boats to Redondel la to Morro 
in the Evening, to bring off (| 
Sick Mem, and then your Gra 
will have time to determine, WH Ii 
ther to March to Vigo, or to til; 
** Place you propoſe for EmbarkinfMW 
the Day Senn „ and if yollbi 
March to. Viga, I believe the PH. 


- 


* ſoners ſhould be ſent to the oth&x: 
vi 
W 


that Garriſon; As ſoon as thily 
F. 


Exigats come in from Sir Claudel 
Expreſs to Zirbon, to giye Mr. M 


here, as I. ſhall the Pembroke ti 
Hgland ar Friday\Morning. 


e t 
Ian Tours, Re. t 
174 RF 'Y TIDTRIT HED 1 \ #i þ 

6G EORGE ROOR 
1 6 p E 22 | 


On the 16th i Sir.” Cloudeſly Show 
with about Twenty of Her Majelty' 
Ships, Join'd the Grand Fleet fro 


"Ormond '' with the Forces 
march'd from Redondella, and o, 


Rook, with Vice-Adimiral Hop and 


Te 


* 


of Sir Georg ge Rook. 
en Sail more * Her Majeſty's 


| 


hind, Vice-Admiral vel, and % 
-ar-Admiral Fairborn and Graydon, V 


en of War, beſides Fire · hi ps, 
Boinb-Veſſels, "Hoſpital Sbips, aud 
thc French and Spaniſh Prizes, Which 
chen fitted, Vice-Admiral Shove! 
yas to bring them home, after ha- 


which the Enemy run aſhore and the 
Fort iq ee took at their 
Landing... 

The Admiral on the 17th of W 
vember arrived. ſafely in the Downs, 
ind ſoon after at London, laden with 
Glory and the 827 155 Applauſe of 
the People. He 9 0 2 having in 
the mean Hime Wen t fit to call a 
New Parliament, o meet on the 
2oth of October 5 Sir George was du- 
ring his abſence, choſen a in a 
Member for Portſmouth, and having 
taken. his Place in the Houſe , 
Mr. Speaker, purſuant to the Re- 
ſolution. of the Houſe, in reſpect to 
the giving him their Thanks for 
hi is Service, deliver'd; hUplelt . 
in this manner. Ne 


=p 


15 08P 


hips, beſides Tenders and. Tran- — Wo 

ports, fail'd from "Vigo Harbour 5 George 

vith 4 fine Land mee eaving 8 
0 


th T wenty-ſeven; more Engliſh 9 


ving quite deſtroy'd thoſe Ships 
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www Sir George Rook, _ 
e are now retumd to i 
gives Si: © © Houſe, after a moſt Gf a 

George the. rious Expedition. Her Majellf fc 
Thaths of began Her Reign with a Declat C 
i the Houſe. © tion, that her Heart was true 
1 * Engliſh, and Heaven hath mad f 
« Her Triumph over the Enemiesq 

_ _ ** England; for this, Thanks hat 
been return'd in a moſt ſolem 
„manner to Almighty God: The 

4 „remains yet a Debt of GratitudF* 
1 © to thoſe who have been the 1: 
* ftruments of ſo Wonderful 
Victory (the Duke of Oman 

and your ſelf, who had the Com 

© mand of the Sea and Land Forces. 

In former Times Admirals anc 
Generals have had ſucceſs agai 
France and Spain ſeparately; but thi: 

Action at 1. at been a Victor 

over them Confederated together 

* You have not only ſpoiled the 
Enemy, but enriched your ow 
„Country: Common Victories 

. bring Terror to the Conquered; 
but you brought Deſtruction upon 
„them, and additional ſtrength to 
« England, France had endeavoured 
to ſupport its Ambition by the 
© Riches of India ;' your Succeſs, 
& Sir, hath only left them the 
| * Burden 


* 
— — — —— ———ä—ä 


"Ow 


r vr George Rook. 


of the Aſſiſtance of it: The 
Wealth. of Spain and Ships of 
France are by this Victory brought 
oyer to our Juſter Cauſe. . This is 
an Action ſo Glorious in the per- 
formance, and ſo extenſive in its 
W Conſequence, that as all Times 


ſo every Day will inform us of the 
ß ͤ 
* No doubt, Sir, but in France 
you are written in Remarkable 
Characters in the Black Lift of 
* thoſe who have taken French Gold, 
and tis Juſtice done to the Duke 
* of Ormond and Jour Merit, that 
3 Fon ſhould ſtand Recorded in the 
& Regiſters of this Houſe, as the 
* ſole Inſtrument of this Glorious 
Victory. Therefore this Houſe 
* came to the following Refolu- 
Fon. OS 74 550 

* Reſolved Nemine Contradicente, 
* that the Thanks of this Houſe be 


* will preſerve the Memory of it, 


— — — 


— — — — 
* 
/ - 


Burden of Spain, and fiript them 1202. 


* given to the Duke of Ormond, and 


: 


* Six George. Kook, for the Great and 
Signal Service performed by the 


Nation at Sea and Land; which 


Thanks T now return yu... 
0 75 4 r ? S 7 ; =—_ 

To which Sir George Rook auſwered 

An the following Terms. wy 
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Speaker 
gives Sir 

George the 
Toaths of 
the Houſe. 
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Si George Rook, 
4 you are now retard to th 
_ =. ' Houſe, after a moſt Gli 
* rious Expedition. Her Majeſſ 


began Her Reign with a Decſar 


tion, that her Heart was trul 
„ Engliſh, and Heaven hath mad 
« Her Triumph over the Enemies g 
„ England ;” tor this, Thanks hat 
been return'd in a moſt ſolem 
manner to Almighty God: Ther 


„remains yet a Debt of Gratitudi 


to thoſe who have been the In 
« ſtruments of ſo Wonderful 
victory (the Duke of Orman 


and your ſelf, who had the Com 


dir, hath only left them the 


mand of the Sea and Land Forces. 

In former Times Admirals anc 

* Generals have had ſucceſs again 
France and Spain ſeparately; but this 
Action at V ige hath been a Victor 

over them Confederated together: 
* You have not only ſpoiled the 
Enemy, but enriched your own 
* Country : Common Viccorie 
bring Terror to the Conquered; 
hut you brought Deſtruction upon 
them, and additional ſtrength to 
6 England,' France had endeavoured 
to ſupport its Ambition by the 
© Riches of India ;' your Succeſs, 


* Burden 


/ 


od. 


& 
b 


| 


"of & George Rook. 


of the Aſſiſtance of it: The 
Wealth, of Span and Ships of 
France are by this Victory brought 
over to our Juſter Cauſe. . This is 
an Action ſo Glorious in the per- 
formance, and ſo extenſive in its 
Conſequence, that as all Times 
will preſerve the Memory of it, 
ſo every Day will inform us of the 
—_—_—_—_ 2 

No doubt, Sir, but in France 
* you are. written in Remarkable 
Characters in the Black Liſt of 
* thoſe who have taken French Gold, 
and tis Juſtice done to the Duke 
* of Ormond and your Merit, that 
3 ou ſhould ſtand Recorded in the 
* Regiſters of this Houſe, as the 
* ſole Inſtrument of this Glorious 
Victory. Therefore this Houſe 
*came to the following Refolu- 
4 tion. ww. a | | 

* Reſolved Nemine Contradicente, 
that the Thanks of this Houſe be 
* given to the Duke of Ormond, aud 
* Six r Kook, for the Great and 
© Signal s | 
* Nation at Sea and Land; which 
Thanks I now return you. 


To which Sit George Rook auſwered 
In the following Terms. 


Burden of * and fiript them 1202. 
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e 

5 1 Am now under great Difficulty 

. * how to expreis my felf upon 

| 7 42 5 * this very great Occalion. I think- 

li. my ſelf very happy, that in Zeal 

and Duty to your Service; it hath 

been my good Fortune to be the 

* Infttument of that which may 

* deſerve your Notice, and much 

more the Return of your Thanks, 

am extreamly ſenlible of this 

great Honour, and ſhall take all 

the Care I can to preſerve it to 

* my Grave, and convey it to my 

„ Potterity without Spot and Ble- 

s miſh, by a conſtant Affection and 

? „ zealous Perſeverance, in the Queen's 

1 and your Service: Sir, no Man hath 

the Command of Fortune, but 

every Man hath vertue at his Will, 

| and tho? 1 may not always be 

& fſucceſsful in your Service, as upon 

& this Expedition, yet I may pre- 

„ {ume to affure, I ſhall never be 

| r 

(| I muſt repeat my Inability to 

F * expreſs my, ſelf upon this Occa- 

| < ſion; bur as I have a due Senſe of 

. [the Honour this Houſe hath been 

| «* pleaſed to do me, I {hall always 

. retain a due and grateful Memory 

4 of it; and tho” my 8 
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Allegiance are ſtrong Obligations 1702. 
upon me to do my beſt in the | 
Service of my Country, yet I 

* {hall always take this as Al particu- 

jar Tie upon me, to do Right and 
Juſtice to your Service upon all 

” Occaſions. | | | 


bon the 13th of November Sir George 

Iuas ſworn of Her Majeſty's mott 
Honoutable Privy Council. Sir George 1703. 

was very little at Sea in 1703. he ww 

Jwent out with a Squadron of Men 

Jof War in the beginning of the 
Summer, and having cruiſed in the Al 
mean time off of Bell-Iſſe, - he put if 
the Country into an unſpeakable 9 
Conſternation, and after haying 7 
taken many Prizes coming Home 
from the Veſt-Iudies, returnd to 
St, Helens, that the Grand Fleet un- 
der the Command of Sir Cloudeſly 
Shovel might be the ſooner ready to 1 
fail for the Streights, where they did = 
nothing memorable : So that Sir *' 
George was again appointed to Com- 9 
mand the Fleet that was to carry the = 
New King of Spain over to Portugal, 1 
now in Alliance with us. They in- 
countred a moſt terrible Storm the 1 
beginning of the Fear, and were put | 
back into the Channel; however, ot 
they ſailed again on the 12th . 

N | February, 1 
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TIO The Tife and Cltriows AGin, 
* 1734s February, and by the 25th gaine. 
tie Rock of Liaban. The: A l 
dr George (on Board of whom the King of 
conveys Spain was, in the Royal Katharine 


. 1 
whe King ſailed up the River, being ſaluted b ef 
1 og fo 11 the Forts and Caſtles, with; 10 
Triple Diſcharge of the Cannon 
ſtriking. their Flags Three ſeveral ai 

times before the Fort: The Fleet C 


anchored below Belem, a League ſhor 
of the King's Pallace. All Thing it 
by the 27th, being ready for the 
King of Spain's Reception on Shore, 
his Majeſty on Board the Royal Kath. Id 
 erine, with the reſt of the Ma 
of War, came up the River, and! 
anchored: over againſt the Royal? 
Palace, the Caſtles on both ſides the « 
River continually firing. Between Wl | 
Four and Five in the Afternoon, the 
EKing of Furtugal accompanied by the 
Two Princes, his eldeſt Sons, with 
ſeveral Perſons of the firſt Quality, 
embark'd on a very noble Brigantine, 
. rowed by Forty Men clad in Crim- 
fon Velvet, laced with Silver, at- 
tended» by the reſt of the Nobility 
In Barges and Feluccas, and went on 
Board the Royal Katharine. When 
his Majeſty came by the Ship's ſide 
he ſtruck his Flag; and when he 


dame into the Ship, Sir George Rook 


ſtmuck his Flag, and let fly his 
33 | Streamer, 


2 


| N * * _ * 7 — | wm 2 79 7. 
of Yr George Rook. * ry . 12 1 * 1 


. l 
if 


fom on Shore. His Catholick Ma- 
xſty receiv'd the King of Portugal at 
JM the Ladder-head, which upon this 
Occaſion was made very comme- 
dious, and waited on him to his 
Cabbin, giving him the Right Hand 
WM whilſt he was in the Ship. After a 
W ſhort ſtay there, the Two Kings 
A went into the Brigantine. When 
F they put off, both Ships hoiſted 
their Flags, which had remain'd ſtruck 
while the King of Portugal was on 
Board the Admiral, and Sir George 
gave Two Salutes of Twenty-five 
Guns each, which were follow'd by 


the reſt of the Fleet. The King of 
Spain had the Right Hand on Board 


the Brigantine; and both Kings 
landed under a Triumphal Arch, 


which was erected at the Head of a 


very Magnificent Bridge, built for 
this purpoſe, and adorn d with ſe- 


yeral Triumptfal Arches, which 


from the Palace Gate run a good 
way into the River. At their Land- 
ing, the King of Portgal giving the 
King of Spam the Right, took him 
by the Hand and led him out of the 


Nobility, 


eamer, and ſaluted him with 1504. 
Twenty-five Guns, which was ta- 
en by the whole Fleet, and anſwer d 


Brigantine upon the Stairs, and a- 
long the Bridge 8 the Palace; the 


” 
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1204. Nobility, and the reſt of their Re. 
tinue marching in a great deal of 
Order, and thus they 5 to 
the Royal Chappel, where Te Deum 
was ſung for his Catholick Majeſty's 
_ ſafe Arrival. Thence the King con- 
ducted him to his Bed-Chamber, 
and there took his Leave of his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty, but return d ſoon WY 
after, accompanied by the Two I 
Princes, and their Majeſties ſupped Na 
together in Publick. But not to It 
digreſs too far, Sir George Rook on the ch 
28th, ſent Rear-Admital Dil kes on BP, 
Shore to Compliment the King of b 
Portugal, to whom he was introdu- . 
ced by Mr. Methuen, Her Majeſty's N? 
Envoy Extraordinary, and was very WW 
kindly receiv'd. And on the iſt I. 
of March, Sir George and the reſt of I 
the Officers of the Fleet, introduced | 
by the Engliſh Envoy, waited upon 
the King of Portugal, who receiv'd I 
them with great Expreſſions of Kind- 
neſs. The next Day Vice-Admiral 
Lake with a 2 of Men of 
War and Tranſports, having on 
Board the Remainder of the Engliſh 
and Dutch Auxiliaries went up the 
River of 2 s ſo that all the 
Troops did. fafely arrive there, not 
One Ship, either of this Squadron, 
or of the Gtand Fleet having miſ- 
FEY | carried. 
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uried. His Catholick Majeſty was 1504. 
so well ſatisfyed with Sir George's 
excellent Conduct and Deportment, 
that he preſented him with a Sword, 
the Hilt of which was ſet with Dia- 
monds, a Buckle for a Hat-band, 
and a Hook to up a Hat, ſet 
with Diamonds. 

On the x1th of May the Admiral 
ail'd out of the River of Lisbon with 
the Fleet under his Command, and 
the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, with 
a Body of Land-Troops, on Board ; 
they made the beſt of their Way in- 
to the Mediterranean, and on the 18th 
appear d before Barcelona, They had 
BY well concerted their Meaſures, 
nothing but the Diſcovery of a De- 
ſign to give up the Place to them a 
few Hours before the Landing of the 
Troops, could have hinderd them 
from being Maſters of that impor- 
tant City : So that the Forces to'the 
Number of about 2500 Men returned 
on Board again; to favour which 
the Admiral threw a tew Bombs in- 
to the Place, having otherwiſe no 
Deſign to injure it. | 

The Admiral about the beginning. 
of June put into the Bay of Althea, to 
whom on the 7th of June at Night, 
the Country Inhabitants giving an 
Account that there was *. 

5 Ome 
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1704. ſome Horſe and 400 Foot, wer 
V ready to fall upon our People and 
Boats at the Watering-place, it wa 
immediately ordered to Land a com 

pleat Number of Marine-Soldier 

to ſupport them. Accordingly 0 

the 8th in the Morning Count Ny 

gent, (an Officer under the Prince of 

_ Heſſe) brought an Account to t 
Admiral, having deſired leave o 

him the Night before to go on Shore 

as a Voluntigr with the foreſaid Ma- 

rines, and to whom Sir George had 

given Dirèctions, he knowing the 

Language, to take Order, with the 

Advice of the Country People, for 

the Covering of our Men at the 

Watering- place. His Lordſhip 

had the Opportunity, with the 

conſent of the Captain that Com- 

manded, to ſend a Serjeant with 

Ten Men to fright the Governour 

out of a Strong Tower, ſtanding 

near the Sea-ſide, whereon was 

mounted One large Braſs-Gun, which 

there was no coming at without a 

Ladder. The Governour was the 

Son of him that Commanded the 
" Caſtle of the Town, and the Lord 
= | Wagent thinking by this Means to 
4 render himſelf Maſter of the fore- 
1 ſaid Caſtle by this ſame Stratagem, 
i brought his Son before the Vn 
| an 


a 


of Sir George Rook: 


and urging the Father with ſuch 
Threatnings, as are uſual on ſuch Oc- 
cations, to Surrender, his Lordſhip's 
Stratagem accordingly ſucceeded, or 
otherwiſe this Caſtle being very 
ſtrong, it would have taken up a great 
deal more time than the tarrying of 
One Night to take it, and that without 
Guns, ſo that his Gates would not 
have been ſo eaſily opened; there- 
fore at laſt, the Governor hoping to 
ſave his Honour, promiſed to fur- 
render, but withal deſired, that the 
Troops ſhould fire a Volley of ſmall 
Shot, and that he would fire his 
Guns, and ſo March out with his 
Arms, and deliver up the Caſtle, 
which was agreed to and performed ; 
whereupon Sir George commande 
that the Caſtle ſhouid be blown up. 
On the th the Fleet paſſed Gape 
Palas, and fo coming through the' 
Streights of Lagos Bay, Sir Cloudeſiy 
Shovel join'd them on the 16th with 
the Re-inforcement from Eugland, 
conliſting of Thirty-three Ships of 
the Line of Battle. On the 17th, 
the Admiral called a Council of 
War, and by what could be under- 
ſtood, Sir George's new Orders being 
to act in every Undertaking in Con- 
formity with the Mintäry of the 
Kings of Spain and Portug 
n | G 3 re{olved. 


4 It was 
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326 The Life and Glorious Action: 
1704- reſolved, to paſs. up the  Sereights 
A again, and there expect what Reſo. 


lutions would be taken by the Two 


Kings, and to ſend away immedi. 


ately an [Expreſs by Lagos. to give 
them an Account of the Determi- 
nation of the Council of War, and 
how that without a competent 
Number of Troops to be put on 
Board the Fleet, io Enterprize could 
be performed with Succeſs on Shore, 
the Marines being pr of the Ships 
Complement, and could not 2 
{pages in that Juncture, when the 

rench Fleet were hourly expected 
upon them. However, their Ap- 
pearing again in the Streights would 
convince the French, that they were 
miſtaken in their Opinion of being 
Maſters of thoſe Seas, and would 
alſo encourage all thoſe that were 


- well inclined to the Common Cauſe. 
The ſame Day they continued to 


ſtand off and on from Shore, be- 
twizt Lagos and Cape St. Mary's. 
And on the 18th Two Ships were 


ſent to Lagos with that Expreſs, 


with Orders to ſtay there, and bring 
Anſwers back to Sir George at the 
appointed Rendezvous near Tetuan; 
and Four other Ships were order'd to 
got "the Iflands of Jercers,, to. con- 
voy home the Fortuguexe F fr om 

a N ragil. 


of Sir George Rook. 
Brazil. The Grafton and Kingſton 
were alſo order'd for Tangier, and 
to join the Fleet as they paſſed by. 

The Fleet meeting with contrary 
Winds, and having got at laft by the 
17th of July, about ſeven Leagues 
to the Eaſtward of Tetuan, a 
Council of War was held on Board 
the Royal Katherine, wherein it was 
reſolved to make a ſudden Attempt 
upon Gibraltar : The Fleet got into 
the Bay by the 21th, and the Engliſh 
and Dutch Marines, to the Number 


of 1800, were put on Shore, with 
the Prince of Heſſe, at the Head of 


them, on the Neck of Land to the 
Northward of the Town, and the 


Admiral next Morning gave Orders, 
that the Ships which he had ap- 
pointed to Canonade the Place under 
the Command of Rear-Admiral 
Bing, and Rear-Admiral Vanderdu- 
ſen, as alſo thoſe which were to 
batter the South Molehead, Com- 
manded by Captain Hickt in the 
Jarmouth, ſhould range themſelves 
accordingly, but the Wind blowing 
contrary, they could not poſſibly get 
to their Stations till the Day was 
ſpent. In the mean while to amuſe 
the Enemy, the Admiral ſent Cap- 
tain Whitaker 


who burnt a French Privateer of 
| G4 Twelve 


in with ſome Boats, 
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1704. Twelve Guns at the old Mole, but 
the Ships being all placed on the 23d 
ſoon after Day break, the Admiral 
gave the Signal for the beginning of 
the Cannonade, which was perfor- 
med with very great fury, about 
15000 Shot being made in Five or 
Six Hours againti the Town, info- 
much that the Enemy were ſoon 
beat from their Guns, eſpecially at 
the SouthMolchead : Whereupon the 
Admiral conſidering, that by gain- 
ing that Fortification they ſhould of 
Conſequence reduce the Town, he 
ordered Captain Whitaker with al! 
the Boats armed, to endeavour to poſ- 
leſs himſelf of it, which he performed 
with great Expedition. But Captain 
Hicks and Captain Jumper, who lay 
next the Mole, had puſhed on Shore 
with their Pinnaces and ſome other 
Boats before the reſt could come up: 
The Enemy thereupon ſprung a 
Mine, that blew up the Fortihca- 
tions on the Mole, Killed Two Lieu- 
tenants and about Forty Men, 
and Wounded about Sixty: How- 
ever our brave Sea · men kept Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the great Platform, which 
they had made themſelves Maſters 
of ; and Captain Whitaker Landing 
with the reſt of ya/ ag yy aſe 
the Admiral had ordered for this 


Service, 
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of Sir George Rook. 
Service, they advanced and took a 


Mole and the Town, and poſſeſt 


Cannon: The Admiral hereupon, 
ſent a Letter to the Governcr, and 
at the ſame time a Meſſage to the 
Prince of Heſſe, to ſend him a pe- 
remptory Summons , upon which 
the Town Capitulated and ſurren- 
dred on the 24th, and the Garriſon 
were allowed to March out with their 
Arras and Baggage, and Three Pieces 
of Braſs Cannon ; the Inhabitants 
were to have the ſame Priviledges as 
in the Reign of King Charles II. 
but all the Freneb and ſubjects of 
France, were excluded from any part 
of the Capitulation. Its agreed on 
all Hands, the Town was ex- 
treamly ſtrong, and had an Hundred 
Guns mounted, all facing the Sea, 
and the Two narrow Paſſages to the 
Land, and was well ſupply'd with 
Ammunition; and no Body but our 
Brave Sea- men, under the prudent 


Direction of ſuch an Admiral could 


have maſtered it, ſince Fifty Men 
might have defended thoſe Works 
againſt Thouſands: Tis to Sir George 


Rook and his Tritons, that we are be- 


holden for our firſt Footing in Spain, 
and for laying the Foundation o 17 
"ob. 


Redoubt, half way between then 


themſelves of many of the Eyemies 
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1702. ſubſ⸗ uent Advantages in that 
Kingdom, let the Malice of invidi- 


The Life and Glorious Afions 


ous and unreaſonable Men ſuggeſt 
what it will to the contrary. 

We will now come to the Parti. 
culars of the Terrible Sea- fight that 
hapned about a Month after this 
Glorious Conqueſt, between Sir 
George and the Admiral of France, 
about Twelve Leagues off of Mala- 


ga. On the 9th of Auguſt the Ad- 


miral returning from Watering the 
Fleet on the Coaſt of Barbary to 
Gibraltar, with little Wind Eaſterly, 
his Scouts to the Windward made 
the Signals of ſeeing the Enemies 
Fleet, which, according to the Ac- 
count they gave, conſiſted of 66 ail, 


and were-about Ten Leagues to 


Windward of him. A Council of 


Flag-Officers was called, wherein it 
was determined to lay to the Eaſt- 


ward of Gibraltar to receive and en- 
gage them; but perceiving that 


Night, by the Report of their Signal 


Guns, that they wrought from him, 
he followed them in the Morning 
with all the ſail he could make. 

On the 11th he forced one of the 
Enemies Ships a-ſhore near Faengo- 


rolo: The Crew 1 her, ſet her 


on Fire, and ſhe blew up immedi- 
ately. He continued ſtill purſuing 
. W ORR”: 


1 BA 
of Sir George Rook. 
them; and on the 12th not hearing 
any of their Guns at Night, nor ſee- 
ing, any of their Scouts in the Morn- 
ing the Admiral had a Jealouſie they 
might make a Double, and by the 
help of their Gallies ſlip between him 
and the Share to the Weſtward : So 
chat he called a Council of War, 
wherein it was refolved, That in 
Caſe he did not ſee the Enemy before 
Night, they ſhould, make the beſt of 
their Way to Gibraltar: But ſtanding 
into the Shore about Noon, they 
diſcovered the Enemies Fleet and 
Gallies to the Weſtward, near Cape 
Malaga, going away large. He im- 
mediately made all the ſail he could 


after them, and continued the Chace 


all Night. 


On Sunday the 13th in the Morn- 


ing, he, was within Three Leagues 
of the Enemy, who brought to with 
their Heads to the Southward, the 
Wind being Eaſterly, formed their 
Line, and lay to receive him. Their 
Line conſiſted of Fifty-two Ships, 


and Twenty-four Gallies; they were 


very ſtrong in the Center, and weaker 
in the Van and Rear, to ſupply which, 


moſt of their Gallies were divided in- 
to thoſe Quarters. In the Center 


White Squadron; in the Van the 
| ES _ White 


1704. 


was Monſieur de Thouluuſe with the 
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The Life and Glorious Action, 
IWhite and Blue; and in the Rear the 
Blue; each Admiral had his Vice and 
Rear-Admiral. Our Line conſiſted 
of Fifty-taree Ships; the Admirals 
Bing's and Dilk's being in the Center, 
Sir Cloudeſiy Shovel and Sir John Leak 
led the Van; and the Dach the Rear, 
The Admiral ordered the Swallow 
and Panther, with the Larkand New. 
port, and Two. Fireſhips, to lie to 
the Windward of them, chat in Caſe 
the Enemies Van thould puſh thro 
our Lines with their Gallies and 
Fireſhips, they might give them ſome 
Diverſion: | 3 

They bore down pot the Enemy 
in Order of Battle, a ſitt 
a Clock, when being about half Gun 
ſhot from them, they ſet all their 
Sails at once, and ſeemed to intend 


to ſtretch a Head, and Weather them, 


ſo that the Admiral, after firing a 
Chace Gun at the French Admiral to 
ſtay for him, of which he took no 
Notice, put the Signal out, and be- 
gan the Battle, which fell very heavy 


on the Royal Katharine, the St. George, 


and the Shrewsbury, About Two in 


the Afternoon, the Enemies Van gave 
way to ours, and the Battle ended 
with the Day, when the Enemy 


went away by the help of their Gal- 


lies to the Leeward. In the Night 


the 


le after Ten 


of Sir George Rock. 
the Wind ſhifted to the Northward, 
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and in the Morning to theWeſtward, WWW 


which gave the Enemy the Wind of 
us: They hy by all Day within 
Three Leagues of one another, re- 
pairing their Defects, and at Night 


they filed and ſtood to the Northward. 


On the 15th in the Morning, the 
Enemy was got Four or Five Leagues 
to the Wind ward of our Fleet; but 
a little before Noon we had a Breeze 
of Wind Eaſterly, with which the 


Admiral bore down on them till Four 


a Clock in the Afternoon: But be- 
ing too late to Engage they brought 
to, and lay by with their Heads to 
the Northward all Night. On the 
16th in the Morning, the Wind being 
ſtill Eaſterly, hazy - Weather, and 
having no Sight of the Enemy, or their 
Scouts, they filed and bore away to 
the Weſtward, ſuppoſing they would 
have gone away for Cad:z; but being 
ad viſed from Gibraltar, and the Coaſt 
of Barbary, that they did not paſs the 
Streights,our Admiral concluded they 
had been ſo ſeverely treated, as to 
oblige them to return to Thoulon. 


The Admiral ſaid, he muſt do the 


Officers the Juſtice, to ſay, That every 
Man in the Line did his Duty with- 
out the leaſt Umbrage for Cenſure or 


Reflection, and that he never * 
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1704. the true Engliſh Spirit ſo apparent and Il 
WNW prevalent in our Seamen, as on this 
Z 
This Battle was ſo much the more c 
Glorious to Her Majeſty's Arms, be- I 
cauſe the Enemy had a Superiority of 
600 Great Guns ; and likewiſe the 
Advantage of cleaner Ships, being 
lately come out of Port; not to 
mention the great Uſe of their Gallies 
in Towing on or off their Great Ships, 
and in ſupplying them with freſh Men 
as often as they had any killed or diſ- 
abled : But all theſe Diſadvantages 
were ſurmounted by the Bravery and 
good Conduct of the Admiral, his 
Officers, and the undaunted Courage 
of our Seamen. Of the Engliſb, there 
were Wounded 1632, Slain 687, be- 
{ides Officers Wounded 31, Slain 8, 
in all Killed and Wounded 2358. The 
Chief Officers Killed were Sir Andrew 
Lake, and Captain Cow. 
« © This done and the Admiral having 
* left 2000 Engliſh Marines in Gibraltar, 
with a ſufficient Quantity of Stores 
and Proviſions, and 48 Guns, beſides 
100 that were in the Town before, 
| and the Seaſon of the Year being far 
= - | ad vanꝰ d, he return'd home with the 
| great Ships, and was very favourably 
received by Her Majeſty, and his 
Royal Highneſs the Lord High 2% 
Sos] miral 
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ef Sir George Rook. 
mira] ; and the Queen was congratu- 
ated by the Houſe of Commons up- 
on the Victory obtain'd by Her Fleet 
under the Command, and by the 


1 ge and Conduct of Sir George 
00 
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But not withſtanding all this, there 


were ſome People found to be ſo 
wicked, Partial and Malevolent, that 
nothing bad enough could be ſaid by 
them of the Admirals Conduct and 
Enterprizes : Some of thoſe pretend 
an high Eſteem and Value for Sir 
Cloudeſly Shovel, if therefore they are 
willing to take his Word for Sir 
George, he 7 The Engagement was 
very ſharp, and he thought the like be- 
tween Two Fleets had never been at any 
Time ; that a great many of the Ships 
had ſuffered much, but none more than 
Sir George Rook and Captain Jennings 
in the St, George, And as for the 
Dutch who were never backward to 


complain, if they thought any of our 


Admirals tardy in their Duty, Admi- 
ral Calemburg upon this Occaſion 
wrote to the States, that in a Council 
of War called by Sir George the Day 


after the Fight, it appear'd that Ad- 
miral Rook with the Center had been 
engaged in a very ſharp Fight, and that 
Her Majeſty's Ships of the ſaid Ad mi- 
ral Divifion, had likewiſe ſpent the 
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_ Fight: The Reverend Doctor Stan- 
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greateſt part of their Powder and Shot, 
fo that they bad but Ten Rounds left 
which would not ſerve above In Hours 


hope in his Thankſgiving Sermon be. 
fore Her Majelty at St. Paul's, on the 
27th of June, 1706. very juſtly ſays 
of the taking of Gibraltar, and of 
this Sea-fight, That we were ſoon in- 
ſtructed in the mighty Concernment of th: 
75 by the ſeaſonable Refreſhments our 

leets found there, after a Battle fought 
on our fide,with great Inequality of force, 
but with what Reſolution and Succeſs, 
we need no other Evidence than the diſ- 
ability of making any formidable Figure 


at Sea, which the French have mani- 


feſtly lain under ever ſince: And as 
for the loud Bellowing and Excla- 
mations made by ſome. about the 
unequal Diftribution of the Ammu- 
nition in the Fleet, let the Saddle be 


gue upon the Right Horſe, and the 


ommiſſaries and others, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it was, anſwer for it; and let 


not the Fame and Glory of the Brave 


Admiral be ſtained by ſuch polluted 


Mouths, but kt him undiſturbedly 


enjoy that Repoſe and Retirement 


which a Receſs from Publick Affairs 


- of 


has for ſome time allowed him. 
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